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Countp  Borough 


of  Deiosburp. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

JlZedical  Ojjicer  of  jfcaltli 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1914. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1914. 


Estimated  mean  population  ...  ...  ...  54,082 

Area  in  acres  (excluding  inland  water)  ...  ...  6,597 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  23  9 

Net  death  rate  at  all  ages  per  1,000  living...  ...  15*9 

Infantile  mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  113-7 

Death  rate  per  1,000  living  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*2 

Tubercular  (all  forms)  death  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  1*4 

Consumption  death  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  1*13 

Respiratory  death  rate  (excluding  consumption)  per  1,000 

living  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  2*7 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  net  deaths  ...  ...  433 
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Section  1.— Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Dewsbury  is  situated  in  the  Calder  Valley,  and  is  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  A large  portion  of  Thornhill  and  a 
small  portion  of  Soothill  are  rural,  the  rest  of  the  Borough  is  urban. 
It  is  the  centre  of  the  Heavy  Woollen  District.  The  chief  articles 
of  manufacture  are  blankets,  rugs  and  cloth  ; there  are,  however, 
glass  works,  iron  works  and  dye  works,  and  several  large  collieries 
within  the  Borough  boundaries.  The  rural  parts  chiefly  consist  of 
milk  farms,  practically  all  the  milk  produced  is  consumed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Borough.  The  town  is  well  served  by  the 
following  Railway  Companies: — London  & North  Western,  Lanca- 
shire & Yorkshire,  and  Great  Northern  for  passengers  and  goods, 
and  by  the  Midland  Railway  Company  for  goods.  It  has  also 
Water  communication  with  Hull  and  Liverpool  by  means  of  the 
River  Calder  and  the  Calder  and  Hebble  Canal. 


Area  of  the  Borough. — The  area  of  the  Borough  is  6,720 
acres. 


The  areas  of  the  several  districts  are  as  follows : — 


Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 
Ravensthorpe 
Soothill  Upper  (part) 
Soothill  Nether 
Thornhill  ... 


1,470  acres. 
372 
709 
562 
3,607 


a 


a 


n 

i > 


Total  ...  ...  6,720 


Population  of  the  Borough. — The  Census  population  in  1911 
was  53,351.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year 
1914  was  54,082,  an  increase  of  226  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  in  each  area 
when  the  census  was  taken  in  1901  and  in  1911,  and  in  the  latter 
year  the  number  of  each  sex. 


Locality. 

Populations. 

1901. 

1911. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

Male. 

Female. 

Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 

28060 

27781 

13050 

14731 

Ravensthorpe 

5699 

6376 

3042 

3334 

Soothill  Nether 

5552 

5726 

2654 

3072 

Soothill  Upper  (part) 

1645 

2165 

1061 

1104 

Thornhill 

10290 

11303 

5460 

5843 

Totals 

51246 

53351 

25267 

28084 
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The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  populations  of  the 
several  areas  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  the  years  1911,  1912, 


1913  and  1914. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 

27,777 

27,761 

27,718 

27,684 

Ravensthorpe 

6,394 

6,460 

6,540 

6,611 

Soothills 

. 7,910 

7,980 

8,060 

8,132 

Thornhill 

.11,330 

11,429 

11,538 

11,655 

Totals 

.53,411 

53,630 

53,856 

54,082 

The  above  estimated  populations  are  calculated  as  follows  : — 
Add  to  the  population  of  the  district  as  enumerated  at  the  1911 
census,  the  product  of  the  increase  of  population  in  the  last  inter- 
censal  period  and  the  factor  for  the  specific  year.  In  the  case  of  a 
decreasing  population,  the  product  of  the  intercensal  decrease 
multiplied  by  the  factor  is  deducted  from  the  1911  census 
enumeration. 

The  factor  for  the  year  1914  was  -34790096. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. — The  natural  increase  of 
population  is  the  excess  of  the  number  of  births  over  the  number  of 
deaths,  and  is  shown  for  the  past  four  years  for  the  several  areas, 
as  follows : — 


Year. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Total. 

Dewsbury 

102 

132 

154 

198 

586 

Ravensthorpe 

23 

50 

46 

60 

179 

Soothills 

52 

71 

69 

66 

258 

Thornhill 

49 

118 

85 

109 

361 

Totals 

226 

871 

354 

433 

1384 

Density  of  Population. — The  density  of  the  several  areas  at 
the  time  the  census  was  taken  in  1901,  and  in  1911,  1912,  1913,  and 
1914,  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


(The  area  covered  by  water  is  excluded  in  the  calculations). 


Number  of  Persons 

per  Acre. 

1901. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Dewsbury  (Old  Borough)  ... 

19-3 

19-3 

19-2 

193 

193 

Ravensthorpe 

15-9 

17-8 

18 

183 

18-4 

Soothill  Nether 

9-9 

} 6-2 

} 6-2 

63 

Soothill  Upper  (part) 

2-3 

Thornhill  ... 

2-8 

3-2 

3-2 

3-26 

33 

Whole  Area  ... 

7-7 

8-08 

8-1 

8-1 

8-2 
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Ages  of  Pebsons  Living  accobding  to  the  1911  Census 
Betubns. — The  following  table  shows  the  ages  of  persons,  males 
and  females,  at  each  year  of  age  under  21,  and  the  quinquennial 
age-groups  for  the  Borough  of  Dewsbury. 


Ages. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Ages. 

25,267 

28,084 

Under  1 year 

501 

489 

1 

461 

432 

2 

467 

452 

3 

438 

448 

4 

460 

489 

Total  0 — 4 

2,327 

2,310 

5 

481 

440 

6 

418 

467 

7 

486 

460 

8 

471 

483 

9 

443 

437 

Total  5—9 

2,299 

2,287 

10 

461 

475 

11 

467 

448 

12 

478 

505 

13 

454 

475 

14 

448 

477 

Total  10 — 14 

2,308 

2,380 

15 

418 

478 

16 

420 

461 

17 

486 

512 

18 

434 

562 

19 

452 

457 

Total  15—19 

2,210 

2,470 

20 

457 

543 

20  and  under  25 

2,276 

2,713 

25 

„ 9 1 30 

2,276 

2,567 

30 

.9  9 9 35 

2,165 

2,455 

35 

9 9 9 9 40 

2,018 

2,223 

1,910 

40 

99  99  4t) 

1,764 

45 

,9  9,  50 

1,517 

1,733 

50 

,9  ,,  55 

1,252 

1,021 

1,493 

55 

9 9 9 9 60 

1,143 

867 

60 

9,  ,9  65 

758 

65 

9 9 9 9 70 

547 

718 

70 

9 9 9 9 75 

337 

474 

75 

9 9 9 9 80 

131 

210 

80 

,,  ,,  85 

51 

106 

85 

99  9 , 90 

7 

23 

90 

,,  ,,  95 

3 

1 

95 

„ ,,  100 

' 

1 
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Condition  as  to  Marriage  according  to  1911  Census 
Returns. — The  following  table  shows  the  condition  as  to  marriage 
of  Dewsbury  Persons,  Males  and  Females,  distinguishing  the 
number  of  Females,  aged  15-45  years. 


Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Females 

15-45 

years. 

Unmarried 

28433 

13557 

14876 

7114 

Married 

21496 

10687 

10809 

6929 

Widowed 

3422 

1023 

2399 

295 

Occupations  of  Dewsbury  Residents. — When  the  Census 
was  taken  there  were  20,641  males  and  23,487  females  over  ten 
years  of  age  in  the  Borough.  The  following  table  shows  the 
numbers  at  the  various  age  periods  who  were  occupied  and 
unoccupied. 


Ages. 

Occupied. 

Retired  or  Unoccupied. 

(Including  Scholars  & Students.)  • 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

10-12 

14 

0 

14 

1392 

1428 

2820 

13 

274 

233 

507 

180 

242 

422 

14 

384 

369 

743 

64 

118 

182 

15 

374 

409 

783 

44 

69 

113 

16 

399 

400 

799 

21 

61 

82 

17 

469 

455 

925 

17 

57 

74 

18 

420 

499 

919 

14 

63 

77 

19 

438 

400 

838 

14 

57 

71 

20-24 

2230 

2039 

4269 

46 

674 

720 

25-34 

4407 

2118 

6525 

34 

2904 

2938 

35-44 

3761 

1220 

4981 

21 

2913 

2934 

45-54 

2721 

821 

3542 

48 

2405 

2453 

55-64 

1625 

383 

2008 

154 

1627 

1781 

65  & up 

569 

127 

696 

507 

1406 

1913 

18085 

9463 

27548 

2556 

14024 

16580 

The  following  table  is  restricted  to  females  over  ten  years  of 
age,  and  shows  the  numbers  occupied  and  unoccupied  amongst  the 
married,  unmarried  and  widowed. 


Occupied. 

Retired  or  Unoccupied. 

(Including  Scholars.) 

Total  Persons 
over  10  years. 

Unmarried 

7011 

3268 

10279 

Married 

1767 

9042 

10807 

Widowed  ... 

685 

1714 

2399 

Totals  .. 

9463 

14024 

23487 

The  above  table  shows  that  of  the  married  and  widowed 
females  18*5  per  cent,  are  engaged  in  occupations. 
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There  is  a very  large  amount  of  female  labour.  Nearly  half 
the  girls  of  thirteen  years  of  age  are  occupied;  seventy  five  per 
cent,  of  those  fourteen  years  of  age;  eighty  seven  per  cent,  of  those 
fifteen  to  nineteen  years  of  age  inclusive ; seventy  five  per  cent,  of 
those  twenty  to  twenty  four  years  of  age  inclusive  ; subsequently 
there  is  a decline  to  forty  two  per  cent,  in  twenty  five  to  thirty  four 
age  group,  twenty  nine  per  cent,  in  the  thirty  five  to  forty  four  age 
group,  twenty  three  per  cent,  in  the  forty  five  to  fifty  four  age 
group,  nineteen  per  cent,  in  the  fifty  five  to  sixty  four  age  group, 
and  eight  per  cent,  in  the  sixty  five  and  upwards  age  group. 

Forty  three  per  cent,  of  all  females  of  thirteen  years  of  age 
and  over  are  occupied. 


The  various  occupations  of  the  18,085  occupied  males  and 
9,463  occupied  females  of  ten  years  and  upwards  is  tabulated  as 
follows  : — 


OCCUPATION. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

General  or  Local  Government  of 
the  Country 

240 

77 

317 

Defence  of  Country 

8 

— 

8 

Professional  Occupations  and  their 
Subordinate  Services 

474 

390 

864 

Domestic  Offices  or  Services 

212 

1166 

1378 

Commercial  Occupations 

799 

77 

876 

Conveyance  of  Men,  Goods,  and 
Messages  ... 

1740 

29 

1769 

Agriculture 

300 

11 

311 

Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

In  and  about,  and  Working,  and 
dealing  in  products  of  Mines 
and  Quarries 

2417 

2 

2419 

Metals,  Machines,  Implements, 
and  Conveyances 

1232 

21 

1253 

Precious  Metals,  Jewels,  Watches, 
Instruments,  and  Games 

113 

9 

122 

Building  & Works  of  Construction 

1122 

— 

1122 

Wood,  Furniture,  Fittings,  Decora- 
tions 

348 

25 

373 

Brick,  Cement,  Pottery  and  Glass 

397 

47 

444 

Chemicals,  Oil,  Grease,  Soap, 
Besin,  etc.,.. 

254 

12 

266 

Skin,  Leather,  Hair  and  Feathers 

137 

35 

172 

Paper,  Prints,  Books  & Stationery 

155 

66 

221 

Textile  Fabrics 

5225 

5352 

10577 

Dress.  . 

473 

779 

1252 

Food,  Tobacco,  Drink  and  Lodging 

1217 

582 

1799 

Gas,  Water,  and  Electricity  Supply, 
and  Sanitary  Service 

256 

256 

Other  General  and  Undefined 
Workers,  and  Dealers 

966 

783 

1749 

Totals  . . . 

18085 

9463 

27548 
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The  conditions  of  labour  throughout  the  Borough  are  good,  and 
there  is  comparatively  little  distress.  When  War  was  declared  in 
August  employment  was  for  a very  short  time  curtailed  in  varying 
degrees.  Much  Government  work  is  now  being  carried  out,  all 
factories  are  in  full  work  and  overtime  is  general,  and  at  the  present 
more  workers  are  required  than  can  be  procured. 

As  I have  just  said  employment  was  bad  for  a short  time  after 
declaration  of  War,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  town 
the  “ Local  Canteen  Fund,”  which  is  a voluntary  organization  for 
the  feeding  of  necessitous  school  children  was  overwhelmed,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  adopt  the  Provisions  of  Meals  Acts,  1906  and 
1914.  From  January  to  the  middle  of  August  837  meals  were 
provided,  whereas  during  the  four  weeks  ending  September  19th, 
3556  meals  were  provided.  From  the  commencement  of  October 
the  figures  rapidly  declined,  and  now  show  no  excess. 

A few  letters  which  have  appeared  in  the  Public  Press  have 
descried  overtime  work  in  factories  as  being  inimical  to  the  Public 
Health.  There  is  no  doubt  that  excessive  overwork,  and  more 
especially  if  prolonged,  must  have  a deleterious  effect  upon  the 
workers.  It  is  not  necessary  for  work  to  be  so  heavy  or  prolonged 
as  to  cause  physical  strain  to  produce  ill  effects,  but  what  is  more 
important  is  the  strain  upon  and  effect  produced  on  the  nervous 
system.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  has  been  excessive  sickness, 
but  enquiries  of  my  own  do  not  bear  the  statement  out  to  a suffi- 
cient extent  as  to  put  the  cause  down  to  “ overwork.”  It  must  be 
remembered  that  for  months  the  weather  has  been  wet,  and  of  late 
Influenza  has  been  very  prevalent.  The  effect  of  overwork  in  our 
factories  should  be  reflected  in  the  number  of  accidents  occurring, 
especially  those  due  to  machinery,  and  in  motion  by  mechanical 
power ; therefore  one  would  expect  that  during  the  last  four  months 
of  the  year  there  would  have  been  many  more  accidents  compared 
with  the  number  occurring  within  the  same  period  in  former  years, 
both  as  a result  of  the  extra  work  performed  in  the  aggregate,  and 
by  the  individual.  As  far  as  the  Old  Borough  of  Dewsbury  and  the 
District  of  Soothill  Nether  are  concerned,  the  following  figures  may 
be  a surprise,  as  they  show  that  the  number  of  accidents  reportable 
to  the  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  was  actually  one  less  during  the 
period  mentioned  compared  with  the  similar  period  in  1912,  and 
only  two  more  than  those  occurring  during  the  same  period  in  1913. 
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Accidents  reportable  to  the  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  during 
September,  October,  November  and  December:  — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Accidents. 

1914 

27 

1913 

25 

1912 

28 

The  number  of  male  workers  has  of  late  naturally  diminished, 
owing  to  their  having  joined  the  Public  Services.  The  Recruiting 
Sergeant  roughly  estimates  the  number  of  Dewsbury  men  to  have 
enlisted  by  the  end  of  last  year  to  be  700,  and  1100  by  the  end  of 
January,  1915.  Dewsbury  is  a recruiting  centre,  and  although 
many  non-residents  have  enlisted  here,  residents  have  enlisted 
elsewhere. 


The  number  of  Dewsbury  families  receiving  Government  and 
Local  Separation  Allowance  was  at  the  end  of  last  year  572,  this 
was  increased  to  786  by  the  end  of  January,  1915. 


The  scale  of  pay  (separation  allowance  and  local  grant  com- 
bined) in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  dependents  was  as  follows: — 


Wife  only 

Wife  with  one  child 

two  children 
three 
four 
five 
six 


> » 


) t 


n 


£ s.  d. 
10  0 
12  6 
14  6 
18  0 
1 11  0 
1 14  0 
1 17  0 


The  Local  Patriotic  Fund  subscribed  by  January  2nd,  1915 
amounted  to  £7785  15s.  Id.,  and  up  to  that  date  the  amount  paid 
out  was  £2645  4s.  4d. 


In  addition  to  the  above  Fund  £1973  16s.  Od.  was  subscribed 
up  to  January  2nd,  1915  to  the  Belgian  Fund.  As  the  name  implies 
this  Fund  is  raised  for  the  purposes  of  assisting  our  allies  the 
Belgians.  There  are  now  94  refugees  from  Belgium  residing  in 
Dewsbury.  When  they  first  arrived  they  were  accommodated  at 
the  Healey  Grange  Hospital,  and  Whitley  Grange  Hospital,  which 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Belgian  Refugee  Committee  by 
the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondvvike  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  the 
Dewsbury  Council  through  the  Health  Committee  respectively. 
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Except  for  a few  yet  remaining  at  the  former  institution,  they  have 
been  accommodated  in  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  Borough,  and 
several  of  them  are  now  working  at  different  industries  in  the  town. 

Rateable  Value. — The  rateable  value  for  1914-15  is — 

For  Borough  Rate  ...  ...  £257,116  2s.  6d. 

For  District  Rate  ...  ...  £236,327  5s.  Id. 

The  above  amounts  are  an  increase  of  £2755  14s.  lid.  and  £2413 
11s.  3d.  respectively  over  those  for  the  previous  year. 


total  rates  for  year  ending  March 

31st,  1915, 

are — 

Dewsbury  (Old  Borough) 

...  9s. 

6d. 

Ravensthorpe 

...  6s. 

5d. 

Soothill  Nether 

...  8s. 

3d. 

Soothill  Upper 

...  7s. 

3d. 

Thornhill  ... 

...  7s. 

Id. 

The  rates  for  Ravensthorpe  were  increased  Id.,  for  Soothill 
Upper  and  Thornhill  3d.,  and  decreased  Id.  for  Soothill  Nether 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Poor  Law  Relief.— The  amount  of  out-relief  expended  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1914,  amounted  to 
£1,435  12s.  3d.,  an  increase  of  £95  14s.  lOd.  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  Dewsbury  and  District  General  Infirmary  contributes 
largely  to  the  welfare  of  the  town.  The  expenses  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1914,  amounted  to  £3,300.  It  is  maintained  by 
voluntary  subscriptions  and  endowments.  The  amount  of  work 
done  is  shown  by  the  following  figures,  which  are  taken  from  the 
annual  report  of  that  Institution. 


In-Patients. 


On  the  books  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  ... 

35 

Admitted  during  the  year 

• • • • • • 

798 

Discharged — Cured  or  Relieved 

• • • • • • 

755 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • • • • 

43 

Remaining  on  the  Books 

• • • • • • 

35 

Daily  average  number  of  In-Patients 

• • • • • • 

42 

Out-Patients. 

125  Aural  cases. 

Admitted  during  the  year 

■ 131  Ophthalmic 

cases. 

1309  Ordinary  cases. 
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Casualties  and  Accidents. 

Casualties  and  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  1304 

Attendances  at  the  Casualty  Ward  ...  ...  ...  10146 

Special  Department  (X  Rays). 

Number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  ...  ..  48 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  427 

Dental  Department. 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Wards,  &c.  ...  ...  35 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Out-patients’  Department  ...  750 

Total  number  of  cases...  ...  ...  ...  ...  785 

Operations. 

Major  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

Minor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  326 

Major,  Dental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Casualty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


Total  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  ...  ...  4487 

Do.  do.  since  the  foundation  163,532 


During  the  year  two  special  departments,  viz.: — Ophthalmic 
and  Aural  have  been  inaugurated,  and  a surgeon  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  each.  The  surgeons  have  had  special  experience  in  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  affections  and  diseases  of  the  eyes  and 
ears. 


The  Dewsbury  and  District  Nursing  Association. — As 
previously  explained  in  a former  Report,  the  aim  of  this  Association 
is  to  provide  skilled  nursing  for  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes. 
There  are  four  qualified  Nurses  on  the  staff 

During  the  year  10,676  visits  have  been  paid  to  426  persons. 
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Section  II.— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

A. — Water  Supply. — The  sources  of  supply  having  been 
described  in  several  previous  annual  reports,  it  is  sufficient  in  this 
report  to  remind  you  that  the  bulk  is  surface  water,  and  that  the 
surface  soil  of  the  gathering  ground  is  peaty,  consequently  the 
water  in  the  reservoirs  is  decidedly  acid  in  reaction,  and  to  neutra- 
lize the  deleterious  action  of  acid  water  upon  lead  piping,  chiefly  as 
a result  of  this  acidity,  it  is  treated  with  chalk  by  means  of  a special 
plant,  whose  action  is  continuous.  The  amount  of  chalk  added  is 
equal  to  two  grains  per  gallon  of  water.  The  hardness  of  the 
water  is  increased,  and  therefore  more  soap  is  required  for  washing 
purposes,  but  still  it  is  a soft  water. 

The  following  is  a report  upon  two  samples  made  on  behalf  of 
the  Waterworks’  Board.  The  samples  were  taken  on  June  21st, 
1914,  one  direct  from  the  reservoir,  viz.,  before  treatment,  and  the 
other  after  it  had  undergone  the  chalk  treatment. 


Untreated 

Treated 

Grains  per  Gallon. 

Water. 

Water. 

Acidity  equal  to  organic  acids 

• • • 

•70 

trace 

Alkalinity  expressed  in  terms 

of 

carbonate  of  lime  ... 

• • • 

none 

1-5 

Total  hardness 

• • . 

• • • 

2-0 

40 

Lead  after  24  hours  exposure 

• • • 

7 

10  • 

i 

5 0 

“ The  treated  water 

is  quite 

satisfactory  as  shown  by  the 

negligible  quantity  of  lead  taken  up  after  24  hours  exposure.” 

The  result  of  the  chalk  treatment  is  fairly  constant  as  is  shown 

from  analysis  of  samples  taken  from  specific  houses 

A — Water  standing 

in  pipes  all  night. 

Dates  when  samples  were  taken. 

Feb. 10/13. 

Aug.  22/13. 

Dec.  30/13. 

Nov.  2/14. 

3,  Alfred  Place 

l 

5 O 

l 

4 0 

0 

1 

4 0 

5,  Hope  Street 

1 

3 0 

1 

2 5 

l 

2 0 

i 

lo 

2,  Halliley  Street  .. 

1 

20 

1 

¥0 

lUO 

1 

2 5 

67,  Hanover  Street 

1 

40 

1 

5 0 

0 

0 

B — Water  standing  in  pipes  half-an-hour. 

3,  Alfred  Place 

0 

1 

51) 

0 

1 

5 0 

5,  Hope  Street 

0 

1 

577 

1 

3(7 

1 

40 

2,  Halliley  Street  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

67,  Hanover  Street 

0 

1 

5(7 

0 

0 
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Before  treatment  samples  from  the  above  houses  contained 
amounts  of  lead  varying  from  ^g-  to  \ grains  per  gallon. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Borough  has  enjoyed  an  adequate 
and  a constant  supply. 

Filtration  and  Oration  of  Swimming  Bath  Water. — The 
filtration  and  aeration  plant  at  the  swimming  baths  has  been  in 
continuous  action  throughout  the  year.  During  the  very  hot 
summer  months  it  was  heavily  worked ; several  specimens  of  the 
water  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  report  upon  sample  taken  from 
No.  1 bath  on  May  15th. 

Bacterial  Contents  : 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  Gelatine 

plates  incubated  at  22°  C.  for  three  days  = 7,000  per  c.c. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  Agar 

plates  incubated  at  37°  C.  for  three  days  = 20,000  per  c.c. 

Bacillus  Coli : present  in  quantities  of  water  of  1 c.c.  and  upwards. 
Bacillus  enteritidis  sporogenes : present  in  10  c.c.  but  not  in  5 c.c. 
of  water. 

Streptococci : definite  chains  of  streptococci  present  in  1 c.c.  of 
water,  but  not  in  .1  c.c.  of  water. 

On  July  1st,  two  samples  were  taken,  viz.,  one  from  each 
swimming  bath,  and  the  following  is  the  report  : — 

Bacterial  Contents : Sample. 

No.  1 Bath.  No.  2 Bath. 

Average  number  of  organisims 
developing  on  Gelatine 
plates  incubated  for  three 

days  at  20°  C.  ...  160  per  c.c.  1000  per  c.c. 

Average  number  of  organisms 
developing  on  Agar  plates 
incubated  for  three  days 

at  37°  C.  ...  ...  46,000  per  c.c.  100,000  per  c.c. 


Bacillus  Coli : ...  ...  present  in  30  c.c.  1 c.c. 

absent  in  10  c.c.  under  1 c.c. 

Bacillus  enteritidis  sporogenes  : present  in  25  c.c. 

absent  in  10  c.c.  25  c.c. 

absent  in  10  c.c. 

Streptococci:  ...  ...  present  in  .001  c.c.  .01  cc. 
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“ Sample  No.  1 is  distinctly  the  better,  B coli  being  absent  in 
“quantities  of  water  below  30  c.c.,  and  the  gelatine  count  is  com- 
“ paratively  small.” 

“ In  sample  No.  2 B.  coli  is  present  in  1 c.c.,  but  this  cannot 
“ be  considered  excessive  for  swimming  water.” 

“ B.  enteritidis  sporogenes  could  not  be  found  in  25  c.c.  of  water.” 

“ In  both  samples  the  Agar  count  is  very  high,  and  Streptococci 
“ are  present  even  in  small  quantities  of  water,  and  this  is  due 
“probably  to  the  comparatively  high  temperature  of  the  water,  and 
“the  consequent  rapid  multiplication  of  organisms  which  develop 
“ at  blood  heat.” 

“ As  the  water  has  been  in  use  six  months  the  results  indicate 
“ a considerable  degree  of  purification.” 

“It  would  be  of  interest  to  know  if  the  high  count  of  water 
“No.  2 has  any  relation  to  the  number  of  bathers  using  the  bath 
“on  the  day  on  which  samples  were  taken,  as  compared  with  the 
“ number  using  Bath  No.  1.” 

“ With  regard  to  the  high  count  of  organisms  growing  at  37°  C., 
“ I do  not  think  that  can  be  overcome  except  by  the  addition  of 
“some  substance  such  as  “ Chloros  ” which  would  inhibit  their 
“ growth  by  acting  while  the  water  is  in  the  bath.” 

As  a matter  of  fact  I purposely  took  the  samples  under  condi- 
tions as  bad  as  they  were  likely  to  be  at  any  time.  The  weather 
was  hot  and  many  bathers  were  using  the  bath.  The  number  of 
bathers  too  in  No.  2,  exceeded  those  using  bath  No.  1,  in  fact  a 
couple  of  hundred  school  children  had  been  in  the  former.  In  spite 
of  the  conditions  the  water  could  not  be  pronounced  unsatisfactory 
for  bathing  purposes.  The  high  bacterial  count  were  of  organisms 
of  a harmless  nature,  those  organisms  of  real  significance,  viz. 
the  Bacillus  coli,  the  Bacillus  enteritidis  sporogenes,  and  the 
Streptococcci,  not  been  in  sufficient  numbers  to  classify  the  water 
as  being  dangerously  polluted. 

In  order,  however,  to  improve  conditions,  an  addition  has  been 
made  to  the  plant  whereby  a solution  of  chloride  of  lime  is  continu- 
ously passing  into  and  mixing  with  the  unfiltered  water  in  the 
suction  pipe  before  it  passes  through  the  filters.  The  efficacy  of 
this  is  shown  in  the  following  report  of  examination  of  further 
samples  taken  in  November. 
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Sample  A is  water  taken  from  the  swimming  bath  No.  1,  and 
sample  B immediately  after  it  has  passed  through  the  filter.  Both 


samples  show  a very  low  bacterial  count,  and  are  very  satisfactory 
waters,  and  the  comparison  of  B with  A also  shows  the  efficacy  of 


the  filter. 


A (Unfiltered).  B (Filtered). 

General  Character  of  Sample.  Average  results  of  3 examinations. 

Colour  ...  ...  Pale  yellow.  Pale  yellow. 

Turbidity  ...  ...  Slight.  Clear. 

Slight  debris. 

Quantitative  Analysis : 

Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing 
in  3 days  in  nutrient  Gelatine 
at  20  to  21°  C.  ...  ...  505  2 


Qualitative  Analysis : 

B.  coli  found  in 

not  found  in 


>> 


100  c.c. 
10  c.c. 


100  c.c. 


B. — Rivers  and  Streams.  — As  stated  in  former  reports  there 
is  pollution  of  the  river  and  its  tributaries  both  within  and  without 
the  Borough,  the  chief  source  being  manufacturers’  effluent.  The 
question  of  treatment  of  trade  effluents  by  the  Local  Authority  is 
still  under  consideration. 

Last  year  I mentioned  that  in  Ravensthorpe  difficulties  had 
arisen  owing  to  the  flow  of  the  Canker  Dyke  having  been  impeded 
by  artificial  obstructions,  and  that  means  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
recurrence  of  the  same.  We  have  received  during  1914  no 
complaints  on  this  matter,  and  inspections  have  not  revealed  any 
causes  of  possible  annoyance. 

C — Drainage  and  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — 

The  general  system  of  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  Borough 
and  the  various  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  shortly  described 
in  several  previous  Reports.  They  exist  to  day  as  a year  ago. 

The  re-constructment  and  re-arrangement  of  the  main  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  at  Mitchell  Laithes  is  still  receiving  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  and  I understand  the  Consulting  Engineer  has 
submitted  a scheme  for  the  re-modelling  of  the  Thornhill  main 
works. 

The  unsewered  parts  of  the  Old  Borough,  viz.,  the  Low  Side  of 
Dewsbury  Moor  and  Island  View  are  still  in  the  same  condition. 
In  the  former  area  there  are  thirty-two  houses,  the  drainage  of 
which  is  not  connected  to  any  sewer,  but  eleven  of  these  houses 
have  water  closets,  they  being  erected  in  such  parts  of  the  various 
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curtilages  as  to  allow  connections  into  the  Heckmondwike  Road 
sewer.  The  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  in  Thornhill  is  still  on 
the  agenda ; this  extension  should  include  Briestfield  and  Whitley. 

D. — Closet  Accommodation. — Under  the  supervision  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  270  privies  were  abolished  and  328  water 
closets  provided.  These  figures  would  have  been  larger  but  for  the 
plumbers’  strike  in  the  summer  months.  Plumbing  work  in 
Dewsbury,  Ravensthorpe  and  Soothills  was  almost  at  a standstill 
for  about  three  months. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  privies  abolished  and 
water  closets  provided,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  during  the  last  five  years. 


Dews- 

burv. 

V 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thorn- 

hill. 

Total. 

Privies 

Abolished. 

rr, 

£ 2 

Ps 

Privies 

Abolished. 

W.C.’s 

Provided. 

Privies 

Abolished. 

W.C.’s 

Provided. 

Privies 

Abolished. 

W.C.’s 

Provided. 

Privies 

Abolished. 

W.C.’s 

Provided. 

1910 

• • • • • • 

43 

49 

12 

15 

3 

2 

58 

66 

1911 

• • • • • • 

1 

5 

90 

101 

19 

20 

55 

55 

165 

181 

1912 

• • • • • • 

3 

3 

82 

99 

77 

101 

192 

200 

354 

403 

1913 

• • • • 

4 

31 

62 

56 

107 

113 

85 

98 

258 

298 

1914 

• • • • • • 

2 

19 

106 

112 

62 

88 

104 

109 

274 

328 

Totals  ... 

10 

58 

383 

417 

277 

337 

439 

464 

1109 

1276 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department 
114  water  closets  were  erected,  including  42  in  connection  with 
factories ; 4 trough  water  closets  and  14  privies  were  abolished,  10 
of  the  privies  being  in  use  at  factories. 

During  the  year  442  water  closets  were  provided  and  288 
privies  abolished. 


The  following  table  shows  the  closet  accommodation  in  the 
several  areas  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Dews- 

bury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills 

Thorn- 

hill. 

Totals. 

Midden  Privies 

28 

438 

959 

1219 

2644 

Pail  Closets 

26 

131 

6 

8 

171 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

5521 

601 

934 

1144 

8200 

Waste  Water  Closets 

4 

17 

56 

77 

5579 

1187 

1899 

2427 

11092 
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E. — Scavenging,  etc. — Street  scavenging,  removal  of  domestic 
refuse,  cleansing  of  closets  (other  than  water  closets)  ashpits  and 
cesspools,  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  employees. 

Ash-bins  belonging  to  houses  are  emptied  weekly,  and  there  is 
a daily  collection  of  trade  refuse  in  the  business  part  of  the  town. 

Pail  Closets  are  emptied  weekly. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  at  the  request  of  the  owner  or  occupier 
of  the  premises,  it  being  the  usual  custom  for  the  scavenging  staff 
to  be  notified  when  they  are  full.  Seven  have  been  emptied,  the 
number  of  times  varying  from  one  to  nine  each.  There  are  seven 
cesspools  apart  from  those  connected  with  farm  premises,  these  latter 
collect  the  liquids  from  cowsheds,  stables,  etc.,  and  are  used  by  the 
occupiers  of  the  premises  on  their  land  for  manurial  purposes. 

Ashpits,  privies  and  privy  ashpits  are  emptied  at  variable  times 
as  follows : — 

All  Saints’  Ward — every  3 weeks,  except  during  summer  months 

and  then  weekly. 

Trinity  Ward — every  2 weeks,  except  during  summer  months, 

and  then  weekly. 

St.  John’s  Ward  (Boothroyd  Lane  and  Westtown)— every  3 

weeks,  except  during  summer  months,  and 
then  every  2 weeks. 

St.  John’s  Ward  (Dewsbury  Moor) — every  3 weeks,  except 

during  summer  months,  and  then  every  2 
weeks. 

St.  John’s  Ward  (Dawgreen) — Weekly  throughout  the  year. 

Savile  Town — every  two  weeks. 

Thornhill  Edge — every  two  weeks. 

Thornhill  Lees — every  two  weeks. 

Soothills — every  two  weeks. 

Bavensthorpe — every  two  weeks,  but  weekly  during  the  last 

half  of  the  year. 

During  the  summer  months  especially,  all  ashpits,  etc.,  should 
be  emptied  weekly.  We  are  gradually  attaining  this  desired  end, 
last  year  showing  some  advance  over  the  previous  years. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  tips,  on  the  land  by  farmers,  and  at 
the  destructor.  Some  is  sent  away  by  rail  for  manurial  purposes. 
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The  amount  disposed  of  during  the  year  is  as  follows : — 


Destructor 

Tips 

Local  Farmers  and  Gardeners  ... 
Sent  by  rail  ... 


5520  tons. 
8444 
589 
481 


) f 


1 ) 


) ) 


15,034  „ 

It  has  been  the  custom  for  years  to  dispose  of  the  Ravensthorpe 
refuse  locally  by  trenching  it  into  the  ground  and  covering  it  with 
soil.  This  same  method  was  continued  during  the  year  until 
December  2nd,  on  which  date  it  ceased. 


There  was  393  tons  less  destroyed  at  the  destructor  last  year 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  399  more  than  during  1912,  and 
1459  less  than  during  1911.  This  is  a retrograde  step  in  the 
destruction  of  refuse ; of  course  what  is  required  is  a larger  plant. 
It  might  be  argued  that  much  refuse  is  from  dry  ashpits,  and  there- 
fore clean  and  dry.  This  in  fact  is  what  it  should  be,  at  any  rate 
in  the  Old  Borough,  which  is  practically  entirely  on  the  water 
carriage  system,  comparatively  few  (about  40)  privies  existing,  if 
the  inhabitants  were  imbued  with  more  sanitary  knowledge  and 
acted  up  to  it.  Most  household  refuse  could  and  should  be  des- 
troyed in  the  kitchen  fire,  and  the  excuse  that  there  may  not  be  a 
fire  in  house  certainly  does  not  hold  good  during  the  winter.  There 
is  no  excuse,  however,  for  throwing  liquids,  even  bedroom  slops 
into  ashpits,  instead  of  pouring  them  down  the  water  closet,  and  to 
put  bedroom  slops  into  the  galvanised  iron  receptacles  intended  for 
ashes,  etc.,  only,  as  is  sometimes  done,  is  as  filthy  as  it  is  censur- 
able. 

Emptying  of  Manure  Pits. — Emptying  of  manure  pits  is  the 
duty  of  the  owner  or  occupier,  but  as  it  is  closely  allied  with 
scavenging  and  the  removal  of  refuse  generally,  I include  it  in  this 
section. 

Stable  manure  should  not  be  allowed  to  collect  near  to  dwell- 
ings, especially  in  the  summer  weather.  Manure  pits  are  the 
favourite  breeding  places  of  flies,  they  should  therefore  be  emptied 
weekly  and  thoroughly.  The  pits  themselves  should  be  kept  in 
thorough  repair,  the  walls  should  be  in  a perfect  state,  and  no 
crevices  for  particles  of  manure  to  lodge  and  flies  to  breed. 

Bye-law  No.  12  under  nuisances  provides  for  the  emptying  of 
manure  (and  other)  receptacles  weekly. 
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F.  — Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. — Systematic 
inspections  of  the  Borough  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself,  both  individually  and  conjointly. 

Article  XX.  (16)  of  the  Board’s  General  Order  of  13th 
December,  1910,  states:  He  (the  Inspector  of  Nuisances)  shall,  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  in  each 
year,  furnish  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a tabular  statement 
containing  the  following  particulars  : 

fa ) The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  him  during 
the  year. 

(bj  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguish- 
ing statutory  from  informal  notices. 

(c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 

The  following  is  the  tabular  statement,  which  shows  the 
number  and  nature  of  notices  issued  in  each  area,  whether  under 
the  1875  Act  or  the  1909  (Housing)  Act. 


Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe. 

Soothill 

Nether. 

Soothill 

Upper. 

Thornhill. 

Total. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Houses  and  other  Premises... 

2862 

1432 

1129 

350 

975 

6748 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  of  Houses  and  other  Premises 

4293 

2148 

1693 

525 

1462 

10121 

Notices  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and  other 

Premises 

889 

779 

808 

81 

609 

3166 

Number  of  Letters  re  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses  and  other 

Premises 

195 

62 

83 

5 

88 

433 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

To  abolish  Defective  Privies  ... 

2 

106 

61 

1 

100 

270 

,,  Remove  Foul  Brickwork  and  Soil  from  Privies 

2 

106 

61 

1 

100 

270 

,,  Provide  Water  Closets 

19 

112 

87 

1 

109 

328 

,,  ,,  Light  and  Ventilation  to  Water  Closets 

7 

98 

100 

1 

111 

317 

,,  ,,  Screen  Wail  to  Water  Closets 

2 

6 

5 

1 

17 

31 

,,  ,,  Spouting  to  Water  Closets... 

2 

2 

,,  Cleanse  Floor  and  Seat  to  Water  Closets 

7 

7 

,,  Limew'ash  Walls  and  Tops  to  Water  Closets 

10 

1 

11 

,,  Repair  Flushing  Apparatus  to  Water  Closets 

14 

1 

1 

16 

,,  Provide  Ventilation  Pipe  to  Water  Closets  ... 

2 

4 

10 

1 

1 

18 

,,  Cleanse  and  Repair  Water  Closets  ... 

79 

6 

8 

10 

103 

,,  Abolish  Foul  Tub  or  Pail  Closets  ... 

4 

4 

,,  Abolish  Defective  Trough  Water  Closets 

2 

2 

,,  Repair  or  Provide  New  Pail  Closet. . 

1 

1 

,,  Abolish  Defective  Ashpits  ... 

13 

41 

30 

1 

27 

112 

,,  Remove  Foul  Brickwork  and  Soil  from  Ashpits 

13 

41 

30 

1 

27 

112 

,,  Provide  Proper  Ashpits 

37 

12 

1 

10 

60 

,,  ,,  Fastenings  to  Doors  of  Ashpits 

12 

9 

1 

22 

,,  Remove  Ashpit  Door  from  Side  of  Street  ... 

1 

1 

2 

,,  Pave  Surface  in  Front  of  Ashpits  ... 

1 

2 

8 

1 

18 

30 

,,  Provide  Doors  and  Coverings  to  Ashpits 

1 

12 

2 

1 

2 

18 

,,  Repair  Ashpits 

32 

2 

9 

14 

57 

,,  Disconnect  House  Sink  Waste  Pipe  from  Drain 

38 

48 

52 

2 

2 

142 

,,  ,,  Fall  Spout  from  Drain... 

67 

48 

67 

2 

15 

199 

,,  Provide  Trapped  Gullies  to  Untrapped  Drains 

66 

116 

87 

5 

22 

296 

,,  ,,  Dishstone  with  Loose  Grate 

66 

116 

88 

5 

38 

313 

,,  Properly  Fix  Dishstones  to  Gullies... 

28 

57 

52 

115 

252 

,,  Make  Sink  Waste  Pipe  to  Discharge  on  Top  of  Dishstone  ... 

37 

47 

26 

2 

112 

,,  Repair  Sink  Waste  Pipe  ... 

26 

43 

8 

2 

25 

104 

,,  Fix  S trap  in  Sink  Pipe 

40 

223 

124 

2 

45 

434 

,,  Remove  Gullies  and  Drains  from  Inside  Houses,  Slaughter 

Houses,  etc. 

8 

43 

8 

20 

79 

,,  ,,  Defective  Stone  Drain 

1 

1 

,,  Provide  New  Sanitary  Pipe  Drain  ... 

20 

31 

34 

4 

26 

115 

,,  ,,  Hopper  Heads  to  Sink  Waste  Pipes 

3 

10 

6 

19 

,,  Fill  up  Disused  Well 

3 

3 

,,  Cleanse  and  Repair  Drain... 

63 

16 

18 

8 

11 

116 

,,  Provide  Eave  and  Fall  Spouts 

9 

18 

8 

5 

40 

,,  Repair  Defective  Spouts  ... 

39 

29 

13 

1 

13 

95 

,,  Provide  New  Sink  Stones  ... 

12 

26 

34 

1 

18 

91 

,,  ,,  House  with  Sink  and  Drain 

4 

33 

1 

1 

39 

,,  Remove  Water  from  Cellars 

2 

13 

7 

1 

1 

24 

,,  Repair  Defective  Roofs  to  Houses  ... 

4 

7 

22 

1 

4 

38 

,,  ,,  Walls,  Floors  and  Ceilings  of  Cellar,  Kitchen  and 

Bedrooms 

10 

27 

52 

3 

27 

119 

,,  Remove  Boards  around  Sink 

13 

173 

35 

3 

41 

265 

,,  Cement  Walls  around  Sink 

18 

173 

43 

3 

47 

284 

,,  Use  Means  to  Obviate  Damp  Walls 

12 

1 

55 

3 

25 

96 

,,  Provide  or  Make  Windows  to  Open  in  Houses 

7 

26 

74 

3 

80 

190 

,,  ,,  Cords  to  Window  Sashes  ... 

3 

9 

5 

17 

,,  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Ceilings,  Walls,  Floors  and  Staircases 

to  Houses 

9 

12 

21 

,,  Pave  or  Ashphalt  Yards  and  Passage-Ways  to  Houses 

7 

23 

20 

1 

29 

80 

,,  Repair  Pavement  ... 

9 

14 

13 

1 

23 

60 

,,  Remove  Refuse  from  Unoccupied  House 

1 

1 

,,  Fasten  up  Doors  and  Windows  to  Unoccupied  House 

1 

1 

,,  Open  out  Closed  Fireplace... 

4 

1 

37 

1 

5 

48 

,,  Cleanse  the  Surface  of  the  Yard 

12 

11 

2 

3 

28 

24 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe. 

Soothill 

Nether. 

Soothill 

Upper. 

Thornhill. 

Total. 

To  Close  Insanitary  Houses  ... 

3 

4 

7 

,,  Cease  to  Inhabit  Insanitary  Houses 

1 

1 

2 

,,  Abate  Nuisance  from  Overcrowding 

5 

1 

2 

8 

,,  Provide  Air  Grates  to  Bedroom 

1 

14 

15 

,,  Prevent  Odour  from  Cowshed  passing  into  Dwelling  House... 

1 

1 

,,  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Walls,  Tops,  Passage-Ways 

and  Workrooms 

2 

3 

5 

,,  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Water  Closets  at  Workroom 

1 

1 

,,  Provide  More  Efficient  Light  and  Ventilation  to  Workroom... 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  Lavatory  Accommodation ... 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  Ventilated  Intervening  Space  to  Water  Closets 

1 

4 

5 

,,  Provide  Additional  and  Separate  Water  Closet  Accommo- 

dation 

3 

3 

,,  Prevent  the  Escape  of  Noxious  Fumes  and  Vapours 

1 

1 

,,  Repair  or  Provide  Galvanized  Iron  Receptacles 

68 

22 

52 

1 

40 

183 

,,  Abolish  Defective  Urinal  ... 

2 

2 

,,  Provide  New  Urinal 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

,,  Repair  Urinal 

1 

1 

,,  Provide  Water  Supply  to  Urinal  ... 

2 

1 

3 

,,  Remove  Manure  ... 

15 

14 

4 

2 

35 

,,  ,,  Refuse 

12 

1 

3 

1 

17 

,,  Abolish  Defective  Manure  Pit 

2 

3 

5 

,,  Provide  Proper  Manure  Pit 

5 

1 

3 

2 

3 

14 

,,  Repair  Manure  Pit 

7 

1 

8 

,,  Remove  Animals  Improperly  Kept... 

3 

3 

,,  ,,  Fowl-Houses,  Rabbit-Hutches,  Pigeon-Cotes,  etc.  ... 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  Urine  Tubs 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  Swill  Tubs 

4 

4 

,,  ,,  Fish  Tubs 

1 

7 

8 

,,  Discontinue  Depositing  Offensive  Matter  on  Streets  or 

in  Street  Gullies 

14 

1 

5 

20 

,,  Prevent  Smoke  Nuisance  ... 

44 

20 

10 

8 

82 

,,  Abolish  Cesspool  ... 

1 

1 

,,  Wall  up  Door  between  Slaughter  and  Pine  Houses  ... 

1 

1 

.,  Limewash  Walls  and  Tops  of  Slaughter  Houses 

82 

8 

12 

12 

44 

158 

,,  Limewash  Walls  and  Tops  of  Cow  Sheds  ... 

14 

8 

10 

14 

76 

122 

,,  Limewash  Walls  and  Tops  of  Premises  (Offensive  Trades)  ... 

2 

2 

,,  Repair  Floor  and  Roof  of  Slaughter  House ... 

2 

2 

,,  Repair  Floor  and  Provide  Channelling  to  Cow  Sheds 

2 

2 

Totals 

1139 

2022 

1596 

98 

1392 

6248 
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The  number  of  notices  served  was  as  follows  : — 

Informal  ...  ...  3165 

Statutory  ...  ...  39 

The  number  of  statutory  notices  compared  with  informal  ones 
is  very  small.  This  is  accounted  for  by  having  a preliminary  notice 
served  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  on  owners  of  houses  which 
have  been  Inspected  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act 
requiring  certain  work  to  be  done,  in  addition  to  those  served 
on  owners  and  occupiers  of  property  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  with  the  exception  of  closing  orders  and  orders  to  cease 
to  inhabit,  which  were  statutory  from  the  first.  Subsequently 
it  was  necessary  to  serve  a certain  number  of  statutory  notices 
upon  persons  who  had  received  preliminary  notices  previously. 

The  results  of  Inspections  of  houses  under  the  1909  Act 
is  subsequently  dealt  with  under  “ Housing.”  Apart  from  these 
all  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  a few  which  have  since  been  put 
in  hand. 

In  my  last  report  1 referred  to  four  nuisances  which  had  given 
rise  to  considerable  trouble  during  the  year. 

Chemical  Works  — These  works  are  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Inspector  under  the  Alkali  Regulations.  During  the  year 
1914  the  conditions  have  been  such  that  no  specific  complaints 
have  been  made  to  me,  but  on  January  8th  of  this  year  I received 
a complaint  to  the  effect  that  for  four  or  five  nights  previously, 
and  as  near  as  possible  between  2 and  5 a.m.,  the  atmosphere 
was  pervaded  by  an  acid  taste  and  smell  It  affected  several  people 
in  a certain  house.  I immediately  reported  the  matter  to  the 
Inspector  who  in  three  days  reported  to  me  that  he  had  visited 
the  several  chemical  works  and  he  had  not  been  able  to  find 
anything  that  would  account  for  the  nuisance  due  to  the  escape 
of  acid  gases.  He  impressed  upon  those  responsible  the  necessity 
of  particular  care  in  carrying  on  the  work.  The  person  who  made 
the  complaint  informed  me  three  weeks  later  that  there  had  been 
no  further  nuisance. 

Chickenley  Heath  Colliery  Pit  Hill  Fire. — This  pit  hill 
has  continued  to  burn  during  the  year.  The  nuisance,  however, 
has  been  diminishing  and  no  complaints  made,  and  for,  at  any  rate, 
some  six  months  there  has  been  little  cause.  In  the  early  stages 
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the  nuisance  was  marked,  but  as  the  fire  became  fiercer  and  the 
gases  more  thoroughly  combusted  the  nuisance  mitigated. 

Nuisance  Arising  from  Escape  of  Coal  Gas  from  a Gas 
Engine  Plant  in  Thornhill  Lees. — There  has  evidently  been 
an  improvement  in  the  management  of  the  above  gas  plant.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  and  all  officials  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  frequently  pass  the  works  and  none  have  detected  any 
nuisance  arising  therefrom. 

Complaints,  however,  affecting  the  same  firm  have  been  made 
of  a nuisance  arising  from  the  deposit  of  incinerated  coal  dust 
on  the  highway  and  in  private  yards  and  gardens,  which  has  been 
emitted  from  the  factory  chimney.  The  cause  of  the  nuisance, 
in  my  opinion,  is  due  either  to  the  powdery  nature  of  the  coal 
burnt  or  the  forced  draught  applied  to  the  furnaces,  probably  both. 
The  owners  have  been  interviewed  and  they  blame  the  firers.  The 
matter  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  department,  and  whilst  it  is 
desirous  to  give  as  much  latitude  as  possible  during  the  busy  times, 
when  factories  are  perforce  being  worked  at  utmost  pressure,  still 
those  living  near-to  have  a right  to  be  considered. 

Hartley  Street  Dyeworks.  — In  my  last  annual  report  I 
dealt  with  complaints  of  a certain  nuisance  or  alleged  nuisance 
arising  from  noxious  smells  escaping  from  the  sewer  in  Hartley 
Street.  It  is  reasonably  inferred  that  there  has  been  a nuisance 
due  to  the  escape  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas  from  the  sewer,  the 
cause  being  the  discharge  of  dye-liquor  containing  sulphides  and 
free  sulphuretted  hydrogen  from  a certain  dyeworks. 

According  to  certain  residents  in  the  neighbourhood  the  smell 
varies  very  considerably  in  strength  and  in  the  time  of  occurrence. 
It  may  be  slight  and  not  sufficient  to  complain  of  and  from  evidence 
it  may  be  such  as  to  warrant  complaint.  The  time  of  occurrence 
is  irregular.  Days  and  weeks  have  elapsed  without  nuisance  and 
then  the  smells  have  occurred  in  varying  intensity.  At  first  we 
were  told  it  chiefly  occurred  in  the  early  morning  and  afternoon, 
subsequently  it  is  said  to  have  chiefly  been  noticed  in  the  evening. 
Occasionally  the  department  has  received  telephonic  message  with 
a request  for  the  Inspectors  to  proceed  to  the  neighbourhood,  but 
on  their  arrival  the  smell  has  gone  off.  Those  who  have  complained 
admit  that  it  may  be  of  short  duration  and  has  disappeared  before 
we  could  reasonably  have  arrived.  On  the  other  hand  it  has  been 
hinted  that  the  Inspectors  have  been  tardy  in  their  arrival,  which  is 
repudiated. 
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To  be  able  to  reasonably  deal  legally  with  a case  of  this  kind 
is  somewhat  difficult,  as  at  least  three  points  must  be  fully  proved. 
Firstly  it  must  be  proved  that  there  is  a nuisance,  secondly  that  it 
arises  from  the  liquids  being  discharged  into  the  sewer  either  from 
the  liquids  themselves  or  from  their  admixture  with  the  sewage, 
thirdly  that  the  liquids  come  from  the  specific  firm.  I have  no 
doubt  about  these  points,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  proving  all  three 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  On  one  occasion  only  has  this  been 
done,  viz.,  on  July  6th.  On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  we  had 
a message  that  the  smells  were  occurring.  The  Assistant  Inspectors 
were  available  at  the  time  and  were  sent  to  take  samples  of  the 
effluent  from  the  drain  belonging  to  this  firm  as  it  discharged  into 
the  sewer — to  enable  this  to  be  done  a man-hole  has  been  specially 
built  at  the  junction  of  this  drain  with  the  sewer.  The  Chief 
Inspector  and  myself  followed.  On  our  arrival  we  detected  the 
smell  and  were  of  opinion  it  was  sufficiently  strong  as  to  be  a 
nuisance.  The  gases  escaping  from  the  man-hole  contained 
sulphuretted  hydrogen — this  I proved  at  the  time  by  chemical 
means — as  did  also  the  drain  effluent.  The  samples  were  submitted 
to  the  Borough  Analyst  for  chemical  analysis  and  he  confirmed 
my  opinion  and  sent  me  a detailed  report.  This  was  fully  reported 
to  the  Committee  on  July  21st,  and  at  the  time  I stated  I was 
of  opinion  that  any  action  taken  should  be  under  Section  17  of  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  but  subsection  3 of  this 
section  says:  “A  person  shall  not  be  liable  to  a penalty  for  an 
“ offence  against  this  section  until  the  Local  Authority  have  given 
“ him  notice  of  the  provisions  of  this  section,  nor  for  an  offence 
“ committed  before  the  expiration  of  seven  days  from  the  service 
“ of  such  notice,  provided  that  the  Local  Authority  shall  not  be 
“ required  to  give  the  same  person  notice  more  than  once.”  The 
occupier  of  the  premises  not  having  had  any  notice  of  the  provisions 
of  the  section  it  was  obviously  useless  to  take  proceedings  until 
such  had  been  done.  The  subsection  was  then  complied  with,  and 
since  that  time  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  a case.  I have 
particularly  asked  certain  residents  who  have  been  ready  to  make 
complaints  to  make  them  to  the  department,  but  since  the  above 
date  we  have  rarely  received  direct  communication,  and  when 
we  have,  on  the  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  smells  have  not 
been  noticeable  or  have  been  too  slight  to  warrant  procedure. 
I have,  however,  at  times  been  told  of  smells  being  said  to  have 
occurred  on  days  previously,  but  this  has  been  of  no  assistance, 
no  complaint  or  communication  having  been  received  direct  and  at 
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the  time  of  the  occurrence.  Previous  to  July  I have  tested  samples 
of  the  effluent  without  result  except  of  a negative  nature. 

The  matter  has  not  been  lost  sight  of,  but  it  is  not  one  of  easy 
proof  or  more  correctly  I should  say  “catching.”  The  three  points 
before  mentioned  must  be  clearly  proved,  it  cannot  be  done  single- 
handed,  and  then  the  man-hole  is  only  a few  yards  from  the  work’s 
office  door. 

Smoke  Observations. — One  hundred  and  thirty  observations 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  thirty  over  the 
previous  year.  In  those  cases  where  emission  of  dense  black  smoke 
has  exceeded  eleven  minutes  in  the  hour,  notices  have  been  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  respective  mill  owners,  such  notices  have  also 
stated  the  times  when  the  observations  were  made,  and  the  number 
of  minutes  during  which  the  dense  smoke  was  emitted.  Eighty-two 
notices  were  issued  and  in  many  cases  the  firms  replied  giving 
reasons  for  the  defaults,  and  promising  that  more  careful  attention 
should  be  given. 

Here  again  latitude  up  to  a certain  point  must  be  allowed  when 
manufacture  is  at  top  pressure  : the  Local  Authority  however  is,  I 
consider,  generous  in  having  allowed  dense  black  smoke  to  be 
emitted  for  ten  minutes  in  the  hour.  In  many  cases  this  period  is 
doubled,'  which  from  a public  health  aspect  is  not  reasonable. 

G.  — Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye  = Laws  or  Regulations. 


Registered  Premises. — The  number  of  registered  premises 
within  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1911  was  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury 
sub -area. 

Ravens- 
thorpe 
sub -area. 

Thornhill 

sub-area. 

Soothill 

Nether 

sub-area. 

Soothill 

Upper 

sub-area. 

Total. 

Number 
of  visits 
paid. 

Bake-houses 

18 

8 

5 

5 

1 

37 

75 

Slaughter-houses 

20 

2 

11 

3 

3 

39 

1687 

Common  Lodging- 

houses 

6 

6 

18 

Cowsheds 

7 

4 

40 

5 

7 

63 

120 

Dairies  and 

Milkshops  ... 

8 

3 

11 

23 

Tripe-boiling 

Houses 

4 

1 

1 

6 

65 

Soap-boiling 

Houses 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Size-making 

1 

1 

2 

Gut  Scraping 

1 

1 

10 

Fell  Mongering  ... 

1 

1 

1 

66 

14 

61 

14 

12 

167 

2005 

Bake-houses. — During  the  year  one  bake-house  ceased  to 
exist.  It  was  in  connection  with  a mixed  retail  shop,  and  the 
occupier  states  she  has  no  desire  to  continue  that  portion  of  the 
business  concerned  with  baking. 

There  are  still  two  underground  bake-houses,  which  are  kept 
in  a cleanly  condition. 

The  occupiers  of  two  bake-houses  in  the  Old  Borough  lapsed 
considerably  in  the  general  care  taken  of  the  premises,  and  they 
received  from  us  notices  with  respect  to  the  want  of  cleanliness ; 
these  places  have  got  somewhat  out  of  repair,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  now  serve  notices  upon  the  owners.  Apart  from  these, 
generally  speaking,  bake-houses  are  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  were  39  slaughter-houses  in  use 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  this  is  3 less  than  a year  previously ; they 
have  ceased  to  be  occupied,  and  the  licenses  terminated  on  Decem- 
ber 31st,  and  renewals  have  not  been  applied  for;  in  one  case  we 
are  informed  the  owners  will  not  re-let  the  premises  for  the  purpose 
of  a slaughter-house.  Few  repairs  and  structural  alterations  have 
been  carried  out,  at  one  the  pinning  house  has  been  separated  from 
the  slaughter-house,  at  another  the  roof  has  been  repaired,  and  at  a 
third  the  floor  has  been  made  good.  Generally  they  are  in  good 
order.  There  are  still  three  occupiers  who  allow  their  slaughter- 
houses to  be  used  for  their  own  domestic  washing,  which  in  my 
opinion  should  not  be  allowed.  Two  have  ceased  this  practice. 

Common  Lodging-houses.  — There  was  no  alteration  in  the 
number  of  common  lodging-houses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Generally  speaking,  they  are  kept  in  very  fair  order. 

Cow-sheds. — There  is  no  alteration  in  the  number  of  sheds 
in  occupation. 

In  the  Soothill  Upper  district  at  one  farm  new  floors  have  been 
provided  for  two  sheds  and  a new  manure  pit  constructed ; and 
at  another  walls  repaired  and  a new  manure  pit  constructed,  and  an 
adjacent  domestic  privy  abolished. 

In  the  old  Borough  a new  shed  has  been  erected  to  take 
the  place  of  the  former  unsatisfactory  buildings. 

Less  work  has  been  done  on  the  Thornhill  sheds  than  was 
anticipated.  It  was  expected  that  a certain  large  land-owner,  on 
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whose  estate  many  of  the  sheds  are  bad,  would  carry  out  a 
considerable  amount  of  work.  Plans  were  sent  for  the  erection 
of  a new  shed,  but  these  were  rejected.  This  was  evidently  made 
an  excuse  for  not  proceeding  further,  and  the  Local  Authority 
also  was  asked  if  all  operations  might  stand  over  until  Christmas 
on  account  of  the  war.  This,  however,  was  not  conceded.  The 
regulations,  made  by  the  Local  Authority  relating  to  cow-sheds 
put  the  onus  of  all  matters  upon  the  occupier,  and  the  owner  is  not 
mentioned.  It  is  evident  that  in  order  to  bring  full  pressure  to  bear 
it  will  be  necessary  to  proceed  against  the  occupiers  for  occupying 
unsuitable  premises.  This  one  is  loth  to  advise,  as  the  owner 
should  be  responsible,  and  the  occupiers  themselves  complain  very 
much  of  the  conditions  prevailing  and  say  they  can  get  nothing 
done. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  now  one  less  on  the  register, 
a gut-scraping  business  in  old  Borough  having  removed  outside  the 
Borough.  This  is  satisfactory  to  us  : during  the  summer  months 
we  had  considerable  trouble  with  the  firm  owing  to  the  way  the 
business  was  carried  out.  The  owners  were  seriously  interviewed 
by  the  Chief  Inspector  and  myself.  They  promised  to  move  to 
more  suitable  premises,  and  not  being  able  to  find  any  in  the 
Borough  they  have  left  the  district  altogether. 

I have  already  mentioned  in  a previous  section  that  bye-laws 
regulating  offensive  trades  are  now  to  be  adopted. 

Canal  Boats. — There  are  no  canal  boats  registered  in  the 
Borough,  and  the  only  district  through  which  they  ply  is  the 
sub-area  of  Thornhill. 

Nine  boats  have  been  inspected  : all  were  found  clean  and  in 
good  condition,  marked  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  properly 
ventilated  and  good  provision  made  for  the  storage  of  water 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  no  sickness  amongst  the  inmates  or 
overcrowding  was  found. 

The  boats  were  registered  in  five  districts,  viz.,  Mirfield,  Goole, 
Hull,  York  and  Wombwell. 

H. — Schools. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School 
Medical  Officer,  therefore  co-ordination  between  the  two  services 
is  easily  attained  without  any  overlapping.  All  schools  have  an 
adequate  supply  of  town’s  water,  and  every  school  is  now  on 
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the  water-carriage  system,  with  the  exception  of  Whitley  Church 
of  England  School.  In  this  case  there  is  no  sewer  available, 
and  pail-closets  are  in  vogue.  The  pails  are  emptied  every  week 
by  the  Sanitary  authority. 

No  school  has  been  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year.  Some  details  respecting  infectious  diseases  in 
schools  are  given  in  a later  section  and  in  my  annual  report  to 
the  Local  Education  Authority. 

I.  — Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — The  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  is 
produced  within  the  Borough.  Twenty-three  samples  were  taken 
for  chemical  analysis  and  are  dealt  with  later  under  “ Food  and 
Drugs  Act.”  Five  samples  were  taken  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector 
“direct  from  the  cow,”  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  tubercle  bacillus  was  present.  This 
organism  was  not  present  in  any  case,  and  no  action  therefore 
has  been  taken  under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops 
Orders  of  1885  and  1889  (beyond  taking  of  samples). 

During  the  year  976  inspections  of  milk  cows  have  been  made; 
in  several  cases  special  visits  having  been  made  at  my  request 
to  see  certain  cows  which  I have  myself  noted  when  visiting 
cow-sheds  as  being  suspicious. 

Dr.  Hallilay  is  also  local  Veterinary  Surgeon  under  the  various 
orders  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913  he  reported  upon  two  cows  which 
in  his  opinion  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis  with  emaciation. 
Both  beasts  were  slaughtered  under  the  regulations  and  both  were 
found  to  be  emaciated  and  tubercular,  but  in  neither  case  was 
the  udder  affected. 

Dr.  Hallilay  reports  to  me  in  January  of  this  year  as  follows : — 

“ During  the  last  twelve  months,  from  Jan.  1st  to  Dec.  31st, 
“ 1914,  I have  inspected  all  milk  cows  in  tho  Borough  twice  ; in 
“ fact,  I have  almost  made  my  fifth  inspection  since  commencing 
“ in  September,  1912.  In  the  past  year  I have  only  had  occasion 
“ to  have  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1913,  two 
“ cases.  Of  course,  out  of  the  number  of  cows — about  550 — that 
“ does  not  appear  many  and  certainly  gives  a pretty  clean  bill 
“ of  health. 
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“ 1 do  not  think  there  is  a County  Borough  where  there  is  a 
“ healthier  or  better  lot  of  milk  cows  kept  than  are  in  Dewsbury. 
“ As  you  know  it  is  not  possible  in  my  clinical  inspection  of  the 
“ cows  to  certify  that  all  these  animals  are  absolutely  free  from 
“ tuberculosis  without  they  were  tested,  and  quite  probable  not 
“ even  then,  at  the  same  time  I do  not  think  there  is  a single  case 
“ of  an  emaciated  milk  cow  in  the  Borough,  and  I find  the  cows 
“ are  particularly  free  from  udder  trouble.  In  my  opinion,  the  dairy 
“ keepers  are  very  much  more  careful  what  they  purchase  since 
“ they  are  aware  that  they  may  be  examined  at  any  time. 

“ I should  like  to  see  some  of  the  old  byres  razed  to  the  ground, 
“ although  I am  aware  that  it  has  been  done  considerably.  I have 
“ not  visited  the  outlying  districts  quite  so  much  the  last  3 months 
“ owing  to  my  having  been  considerably  occupied  with  my  duties 
“ of  Veterinary  Examiner  for  the  purchasing  of  Army  horses,  but 
“ of  course  shall  endeavour  to  see  them  during  the  next  three 
“ months.” 

The  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913  was  revoked  and  superseded 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1914  on  July  1st  last,  but  the 
operation  of  the  latter  Order  was  suspended  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  as  from  the  6th  August  last.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  Order  of  the  Board  under  the  above-mentioned  Acts 
dealing  with  Bovine  Tuberculosis  in  operation  at  the  present  time. 

( b ) Other  Foods. — The  wholesale  and  retail  markets  have 
been  regularly  inspected  by  Mr.  Thackray,  and  all  articles  of  food 
carefully  watched.  On  several  occasions  he  has  requested  me  to 
accompany  him  to  examine  food,  and  verify  his  opinion  and  action. 

There  have  been  four  surrenders  of  unsound  food  (exclusive  of 
meat)  which  was  subsequently  destroyed,  viz. : — 

10  boxes  of  cod  fish  (267  fish)  ...  weighing  200  stones. 

39  mackerels  ...  ...  ...  ,,  29  lbs. 

20  baskets  of  plums  ...  ...  ,,  400  lbs. 

5 bags  of  mussels  ...  ...  equal  to  20  pecks. 

Meat  Inspections. — As  far  as  possible  inspection  of  meat  in 
slaughter-houses  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  is  carried  out.  It  is 
manifestly  impossible  to  inspect  all  animals  slaughtered,  seeing 
there  are  42  slaughter-houses  scattered  throughout  the  Borough. 
All  confiscations  during  the  year  were  taken  as  surrenders,  and 
the  meat  subsequently  destroyed. 
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There  were  125  surrenders,  the  total  weight  being  approximately 
4976  lbs.,  as  follows  : — 


Beasts’  carcases  and  internal  organs 

5 

Parts  of  beasts’  carcases 

...  10 

Pigs’  carcases  and  internal  organs 

1 

Pigs’ heads 

...  18 

Beasts’  livers  ... 

...  16 

Beasts’  heads... 

5 

Beasts’  tongues 

3 

Pigs’  plucks  ... 

...  28 

Pigs’  livers 

2 

Pigs’  mesenteries 

8 

Sets  of  beasts’  lungs 

...  99 

Sheeps’ livers ... 

3 

Of  the  above  one  beast  and  one  pigs’  carcase  were  effected  with 
general  dropsy  ; four  sets  of  beasts’  lungs  and  four  beasts’  livers 
with  abscesses ; four  sets  of  beasts’  lungs  with  hydatid  disease ; 
three  sets  beasts’  lungs  with  distomum  ; three  beasts’  and  two  pigs’ 
livers  with  cirrhosis ; and  three  sheeps’  livers  with  advanced 
distomum.  All  other  confiscations  were  on  account  of  tubercular 
disease. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  consignments  of  tripe,  ox  feet, 
etc.,  weighing  1 ton,  14  lbs.,  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 
They  were  in  a putrifying  condition  when  inspected. 


fc)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — During  the  year  144 
samples  have  been  obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  as 
follows  : — 


Samples  Purchased. 

Total  No. 
Analysed. 

No.  of  Legal 
Samples. 

No.  of  Informal 
Samples. 

Genuine 

Samples. 

RESULTS. 

Adulterated 

Samples. 

Doubtful 

Samples. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

Legal. 

Informal. 

Milk 

23 

17 

6 

12 

6 

5 

Butter 

29 

29 

28 

1 

Margarine 

17 

17 

17 

Flour 

39 

39 

18 

21 

Preserved  Cream 

6 

6 

4 

2 

Sausage 

12 

3 

9 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

Potted  Meat 

5 

6 

5 

Beer 

12 

12 

12 

Lard 

1 

1 

1 

144 

20 

124 

13 

97 

1 

3 

6 

24 

34 


Milk. — The  following  table  gives  the  analyses  of  the  23  samples 
of  milk : — 


Gravity  at 

PERCENTAGES. 

60  degrees 

Total 

Solids, 

Preser- 

Analyst’s 

Fahrenheit., 

Solids. 

not  Fat. 

Fat. 

Ash. 

Water. 

vatives. 

Remarks. 

1-0322 

12-80 

9-06 

3-74 

•70 

— 

none. 

genuine. 

A 

— 

— 

8-90 

2-10 

— 

89  00 

— 

(see  below). 

1-0319 

12-60 

8-97 

3-63 

•60 

— 

none. 

genuine. 

B 

— 

— 

8-36 

2-64 

•60 

89-00 

— 

(see  below). 

1-0306 

12-50 

8-60 

3-82 

•66 

— 

none. 

genuine. 

1-0322 

13-20 

9-13 

4-07 

•68 

— 

y > 

C 

— 

— 

8-70 

2*70 

— 

88-60 

(see  below). 

1-03175 

12-40 

8-91 

3-49 

•68 

— 

none. 

genuine. 

1-0329 

12-68 

9-19 

3-49 

•74 

— 

5 ) 

1-0316 

13-04 

8-98 

4-06 

•70 

— 

y > 

1-0332 

12-88 

9-29 

3-59 

•70 

— 

y > 

y y 

1-0310 

12-0 

8-68 

3-32 

•70 

— 

1-0307 

12-18 

8-65 

3-53 

•70 

— 

> 5 

y y 

D 

— 

— 

8-97 

2-91 

— 

88-12 

(see  below). 

E 

— 

— 

8-56 

3-70 

— 

88-74 

— 

J y 

1-03055 

11-70 

8-56 

3-14 

•70 

— 

none. 

genuine. 

1-03075 

11-78 

8-59 

3-19 

•70 

— 

5 1 

1-03225 

12-54 

9-03 

3-51 

•68 

— 

> > 

y y 

1-0333 

12-62 

9-20 

3-42 

•70 

— 

5 5 

y y 

1-0304 

12-48 

8-54 

3-84 

•68 

— 

5 ) 

1-0304 

12-50 

8-64 

3-86 

•66 

— 

) ) 

y y 

1-0308 

13-16 

8-83 

4-33 

•66 

— 

) 5 

y y 

1-0311 

13-22 

8-90 

4-32 

"66 

— 

5 > 

yy 

The  remarks  made  concerning  samples  A,  B,  0,  D,  E,  were  as 
follows : — 


A. — “ I am  of  opinion  that  the  sample  had  been  deprived 
“ of  a portion  of  its  natural  fat  by  skimming  or  other 
“ treatment.  It  contained  70  per  cent,  of  the  minimum 
“ proportion  of  fat  (that  is  3 per  cent.)  natural  to  genuine 
“ milk,  having  regard  to  the  Milk  Regulations,  1901.” 


B. — Similar  remarks  to  above,  except  that  it  contained  88  per 
per  cent,  of  its  minimum  of  fat  passable.  Also  that  the 
sample  contained  1'65  per  cent,  of  added  water. 


0. — Similar  remarks  to  above,  except  that  it  contained  90  per 
cent,  of  the  minimum  of  fat  passable. 

D.  — Similar  remarks  to  above,  except  that  it  contained  97  per 

cent,  of  the  minimum  amount  of  fat  which  should  be 
present. 

E.  — Similar  remarks,  except  that  it  contained  90  per  cent. 

of  the  minimum  amount  of  fat  which  should  be  present. 
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No  legal  action  was  taken  against  the  Vendors  of  the  above 
five  milks,  but  letters  of  warning  were  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk 
to  each.  The  first  deserved  to  be  prosecuted,  analysis  showing  that 
over  a quarter  of  the  cream  had  been  abstracted,  or  the  same 
results  could  have  been  obtained  by  adding  skimmed  milk  to  genuine 
milk.  Further  samples  have  been  taken  from  this  same  Vendor 
and  analysed  with  satisfactory  results. 

Butter. — The  sample  marked  “doubtful”  was  taken  from  a 
stall  in  the  Market  Place  ; it  contained  *65  parts  per  100  excess 
water.  Further  samples  taken  proved  genuine. 

Flour. —All  samples  of  flour  which  contain  not  more  than  one 
pare  per  million  of  nitrites  are  classified  as  genuine.  The  twenty- 
one  samples  classified  as  “doubtful”  contained  more  than  this 
amount,  though  none  of  them  contained  so  large  an  amount  as  to 
warrant  the  Committee  to  take  legal  action  ; in  two  cases,  however, 
the  Vendors  were  written  to  by  the  Town  Clerk  informing  them 
that  the  samples  contained  an  undesirable  amount  of  nitrites.  The 
largest  amount  in  any  one  sample  was  3 67  per  1,000,000;  four 
contained  over  3 parts  per  1,000,000,  five  over  2 and  less  than  3 
parts  per  1,000,000,  and  twelve  over  1 and  less  than  2 parts 
per  1,000,000. 

Sausage. — All  samples  of  sausage  which  did  not  contain  more 
than  17  grains  of  boric  acid  per  pound  have  been  classified  as  genuine. 

Of  the  three  informal  samples  which  are  classified  as  adulterated, 
the  amounts  of  boric  acid  per  pound  present  in  each  were  24-5 
grains,  25'2  grains,  and  62-3  grains  respectively.  Legal  samples 
were  then  taken  in  each  case,  and  the  amounts  then  found  per 
pound  were  175  grains,  less  than  17  grains  therefore  genuine,  and 
61 -6  grains  respectively. 

Legal  action  was  taken  against  the  vender  of  the  last  mentioned, 
and  he  was  fined  £5  and  costs.  I personally  visited  the  vendors  of 
“doubtful”  samples  and  explained  matters  to  them.  I was  cour- 
teously received  and  informed  they  had  acted  in  ignorance,  and 
they  told  me  they  had  bought  the  preservative  from  a firm  or  firms 
whose  representatives  had  told  them  the  preservatives  were  harmless 
and  allowed  by  Local  Authorities.  I am  of  opinion  that  preserva- 
tives have  been  added  in  a careless  though  perhaps  ignorant  manner. 
The  amount  put  in  the  sausage  meat  was  entirely  by  guess-work, 
and  without  any  weighing  and  due  respect  to  proportions. 
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Sausages  made  locally  have  a quick  sale,  and  if  the  meat  is 
sound  arid  fresh  and  free  from  all  suspicion  of  “ going  off,”  it  is  not 
necessary  to  add  any  preservative  at  all. 

Cream. — Six  samples  were  bought  and  analysed.  All  were 
labelled  “preserved  cream,”  as  required  by  the  Public  Health 
(Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912.  The  four  genuine  samples 
contained  boric  acid  in  the  following  amounts: — 50;  -17;  *45;  '44 
per  cent,  respectively.  The  two  doubtful  samples  contained  '58  and 
•56  per  cent,  respectively,  these  amounts  were  so  little  over  the 
maximum  permissible  that  no  action  was  taken. 

J. — Housing*. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act, 
1909,  710  houses  have  been  inspected,  and  all  details  entered  upon 
cards,  one  for  each  house. 

The  following  tabulation  relates  to  work  done  under  the  Act : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  710 

Number  of  Representations  made  by  M.O.H.  as  to 

houses  being  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  considerations  re  Demolition  (relating 

to  houses  closed  the  previous  year)  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Orders  “determining  Closing  Orders” 

(for  two  houses  one  of  which  was  closed  the 
previous  year)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  (for  two  houses)  8 

Number  of  Orders  to  cease  to  Inhabit  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Houses  respecting  which  Orders  were 

issued  for  Repairs  and  Sanitary  Amendments...  655 

Four  of  the  Closing  Orders  applied  to  four  cellar  dwellings  in 
Soothill  Nether,  three  to  houses  in  the  Old  Borough.  All  were 
vacated  by  the  occupiers  without  notice  from  the  Local  Authority 
except  one.  The  second  Order  referred  to  above  related  to  a house 
closed  during  1913. 

Five  of  the  seven  closures  were  cellar  dwellings  and  therefore 
demolition  not  considered.  One  house  was  made  habitable  and  the 
consideration  of  demolition  is  to  be  considered  about  the  other. 

The  Demolition  Orders  relating  to  two  houses  referred  to 
dwellings  situate  in  Soothill  Nether  and  closed  the  previous  year ; 
eight  notices  were  served  because  of  joint  ownership.  These  two 
houses  have  not  yet  been  demolished  owing  to  the  solicitor  for  the 
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“ Mortgagee  in  possession  ” being  absent  on  active  war  service. 
The  said  solicitor  accepted  the  notice  and  promised  to  demolish, 
but  for  the  reason  stated  the  order  has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

In  addition  to  the  two  houses  just  mentioned,  there  was 
consideration  of  Demolition  made  by  the  Authority  relating  to  six 
other  houses,  all  of  which  had  been  closed  the  previous  year.  In 
one  case  the  Demolition  Order  was  deferred,  as  the  owner  promised 
to  carry  out  structural  alterations  which  he  since  did  and  rendered 
the  house  fit  for  habitation ; respecting  the  other  five,  Demolition 
Orders  were  not  made  as  it  was  not  considered  feasible — the 
premises  are  unoccupied. 

The  following  table  shows  the  necessary  work  to  be  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  655  houses  mentioned  in  the  previous 


table 

To  abolish  privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 

,,  provide  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  257 

,,  provide  ventilation  pipe  to  drain  ...  ...  9 

,,  cleanse  and  repair  water  closets  ...  ...  4 

,,  abolish  defective  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  85 

,,  provide  proper  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  provide  galvanized  iron  receptacles  ...  ...  100 

,,  provide  door  to  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  repair  ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  disconnect  house  sink  waste  pipe  from  drain  ...  88 

,,  cleanse  and  limewash  cellar  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  disconnect  fall  pipe  from  drain  ...  ...  127 

,,  prevent  odour  from  cowshed  pervading  dwelling 

houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  provide  trapped  gully  to  untrapped  drain  ...  267 

,,  provide  proper  coal  grate  in  causeway ...  ...  3 

,,  provide  dishstone  with  loose  grate  ...  ...  176 

,,  provide  through  ventilation  to  houses  ...  ...  15 

,,  properly  fix  the  dishstone  to  gully  ...  ...  247 

,,  provide  a proper  manure  pit  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  make  sink  waste  pipe  to  discharge  on  dishstone...  107 

,,  abolish  the  defective  manure  pit  ...  ...  1 

,,  repair  sink  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  87 

,,  remove  the  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  fix  S trap  in  sink  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  423 
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To  provide  airgrate  to  room  where  water  closet 
situate 


is 


, remove  gully  and  drain  from  inside  house 

• • • 

66 

, provide  airgrate  to  bedrooms  .. 

14 

, provide  a new  sanitary  pipe  drain 

86 

, open  out  closed  fireplace 

. .. 

48 

, provide  hopper  head  to  sink  waste  pipe 

18 

, repair  the  pavement 

• • • 

43 

, fill  up  disused  well  ... 

. . . 

2 

, pave  or  asphalt  yards 

• • • 

71 

, cleanse  and  repair  drain 

• • • 

30 

, provide  cords  to  window  sashes 

17 

, provide  eave  and  fall  spouts  ... 

. . . 

29 

, provide  or  make  windows  to  open 

. . . 

168 

, repair  defective  spouts 

. . . 

53 

, obviate  damp 

• ♦ • 

95 

, provide  new  sink  stones 

. . . 

85 

, cement  or  tile  walls  around  sink 
, remove  defective  woodwork  from  walls  near 

sink- 

284 

stones 

. . . 

222 

, repair  plastering 

. . . 

86 

, remove  water  from  cellars 

• • • 

7 

, repair  walls,  floors  and  ceilings  of 

rooms 

115 

, repair  defective  roofs  to  houses 

. . . 

36 

, close  insanitary  houses 

. . . 

7 

, cease  to  inhabit  insanitary  houses 

. . . 

2 

The  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  individual  houses  of  course 
varies  very  much  in  nature  and  amount.  In  many  cases  it  is  small, 
in  others  very  considerable.  Notices  have  been  complied  with 
in  respect  to  538  houses,  of  the  remaining  117  the  work  has  been 
arranged  for  in  82,  which  leaves  35  to  be  taken  in  hand. 


New  Houses. — The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the 
year,  exclusive  of  those  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  1913, 


was  as  follows  : — 

Dewsbury  Old  Borough  ...  ...  0 

Bavensthorpe  ...  ...  ...  4 

Soothill  Upper  ...  ...  ...  20 

Soothill  Nether  ...  ...  ...  2 

Thornhill  ...  ...  ...  6 
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The  two  in  Soothill  Nether  are  semi-detached,  the  others  of 
the  artizan  type. 

In  previous  reports  I have  called  your  attention  to  the  want 
of  housing  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  of  the  Borough, 
and  as  a result  the  Local  Government  Board  wrote  to  the  Town 
Clerk  on  Jan.  16th,  1914,  asking  if  the  Council  had  considered  the 
matter  in  connection  with  their  powers  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  as  amended  by  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909.  During  the  last  year 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  matter,  and  the  Council  decided 
to  build  working  class  houses  in  the  Old  Borough  Park.  A scheme 
was  prepared  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  myself  and  several 
plans  laid  before  the  Health  Committee,  finally  matters  were  settled 
as  far  as  they  could  be  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Governmont 
Board,  and  application  made  for  sanction  to  borrow  £24,147. 

On  September  16th  a public  enquiry  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall.  Some  suggested  alterations  in  the  houses  were  agreed  to 
and  submitted  to  the  L.G.B. 

On  Jan.  10th  of  this  year  formal  sanction  was  received  to  the 
borrowing  of  £20,422  in  respect  of  the  revised  scheme — £17,248, 
for  dwellings,  repayable  within  a period  of  sixty  years ; £3,174,  for 
street  works,  sewers,  and  fencing,  repayable  within  a period  of 
twenty-two  years. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  received  instructions  to  proceed 
with  the  laying  out  of  the  site,  and  the  curbing,  channelling,  and 
sewering  thereof. 

There  are  84  houses  to  be  built  upon  five  acres  of  land.  They 
are  all  to  be  “ semi-detached.”  This  does  away  with  back  roads, 
but  whether  a back  road  is  an  advantage  or  disadvantage,  there  will 
be  the  decided  advantage  of  each  house  having  better  ventilation 
than  if  they  were  built  in  rows.  There  are  to  be  two  types  of 
houses,  the  difference  being  that  one  is  very  slightly  larger  than  the 
other  and  so  allows  on  the  ground  floor  for  a kitchen  and  sitting 
room,  in  addition  to  scullery,  the  smaller  house  on  the  ground  floor 
having  a large  kitchen-living  room,  in  addition  to  the  scullery. 
Every  house  is  to  have  three  bedrooms  and  a bathroom  and  its  own 
water-closet. 
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The  scheme  is  a good  one,  and  I hope  will  be  a commencement 
of  more  active  building  operations  in  the  Borough.  Unfortunately 
private  builders  say  it  is  not  possible  to  build  to  pay — quite  apart 
from  the  present  war  conditions — and  it  is  evident  if  dwellings  are 
not  erected  through  private  enterprise  it  must  be  taken  in  hand 
by  the  municipalities.  In  order  to  enable  private  enterprise  to 
tackle  the  subject  it  seems  to  me  that  some  encouragement  must  be 
given.  I would  not  advocate  any  departure  from  any  building 
byelaw  which  would  allow  jerry  building  or  whereby  the  standard 
would  deteriorate,  but  some  concessions  might  possibly  be  allowed 
“outside”;  for  instance,  a road  on  which  there  is  no  heavy  traffic 
could  be  made  good  and  sufficiently  durable  without  being  paved 
with  stone  setts  (before  being  taken  over  by  the  Authority),  and  in 
laying  out  a site  the  sewering  might  be  done  by  the  public  at  large. 

The  Dawgreen  Improvement  Scheme. — Under  Part  I.  of 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  as  amended  by  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  a portion  of  Dawgreen 
is  to  be  dealt  with  and  an  Improvement  Scheme  carried  out. 

The  Health  Committee  have  provisionally  decided  upon  the 
Scheme  to  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  have 
not  presented  it  to  the  Council,  as  they  considered  the  Council 
would  desire  to  have  some  knowledge  as  to  the  approximate  cost 
before  voting  upon  it ; therefore  a small  sub-committee  has  been 
appointed  to  go  into  the  matter  and  report  as  to  the  estimated 
values  of  the  various  properties  which  would  have  to  be  purchased 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  Scheme.  This  report  is  now  being 
awaited  by  the  Health  Committee. 

Habitation  of  Dwellings  and  Overcrowding.— In  my  last 
Annual  Report  I dealt  fully  with  •*  Habitation  of  Dwellings,”  and 
showed  that,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  standard,  there 
were  many  overcrowded  houses  in  the  Borough.  Personally,  I 
should  designate  many  of  these  “ Moral  Overcrowding  ” ; this  is 
not  the  same  as  Actual  Overcrowding,  but  still  it  cannot  be 
overlooked — morals  should  be  considered  as  well  as  health. 

I would  take  as  a standard  for  actual  overcrowding  the  cubic 
air  space  per  person  in  the  sleeping  rooms,  and  not  the  number 
of  persons  and  the  number  of  rooms,  viz.,  two  persons  to  each. 
The  air  space  per  adult  should  be  400  cubic  feet. 

During  the  year  24  special  investigations  have  been  made 
respecting  overcrowding.  In  13  cases  it  was  not  found  to  exist, 
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according  to  the  standard  of  350  cubic  feet  per  adult  which  we  have 
hitherto  worked  upon  ; in  the  11  cases  where  it  undoubted]}/ 
existed,  the  nuisance  was  abated  without  the  department  having 
recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

K. — Workshops  and  Workplaces,  etc. 

There  are  130  factories  and  341  workshops  on  the  register. 
The  workshops  comprise  the  following  : — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  — ■ 

34 

Rag  Sorting  ... 

72 

Boot  and  Clog  Repairs 

52 

Plumbing 

25 

Joinery  and  Cabinet  Making 

22 

Hand  Loom  Weaving  ... 

10 

Millinery 

40 

Tailoring 

17 

Others 

69 

341 

There  have  been  127  inspections,  and  67  notices  served.  There 
have  been  no  prosecutions. 


The  notices  served  were  for  the  following  requirements  : — 


Notices  Served. 

Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe. 

Soothill 

Nether. 

Soothill 

Upper. 

Thornhill. 

Total. 

To  Abolish  Privies,  Pail  or  Tub  Closets 

1 

5 

7 

13 

,,  Provide  Water  Closets  ... 

3 

6 

1 

8 

18 

,,  Provide  Light  and  Ventilation  to  Water  Closets 
and  Workrooms 

2 

8 

8 

18 

,,  Provide  additional  Water  Closets 

2 

1 

3 

,,  Provide  separate  Water  Closet  Accommodation  ... 

... 

2 

2 

,,  Repair  Water  Closets 

1 

• • • 

1 

2 

.,  Cleanse  and  Limewash  Water  Closets 

1 

1 

,,  Limewash  Walls  and  Ceilings  of  Workrooms 

2 

3 

5 

,,  Repair  Spouting 

1 

... 

1 

i 

3 

,,  Cleanse,  Repair,  or  Provide  Drain 

1 

1 

2 

4 

,,  Provide  intervening  Ventilated  Space  to  Water 
Closets 

1 

4 

5 

,,  Provide  Lavatory  Accommodation 

... 

... 

1 

1 

,,  Provide  Ventilation  Pipe  to  Water  Closet 

• • • 

1 

... 

1 

,,  Provide  Separate  Approach  to  Water  Closet 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

,,  Lengthen  Chimney  of  Workshop 

1 

... 

... 

1 

,,  Provide  Urinal  Accommodation  ... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

3 

,,  Remove  Refuse  ... 

3 

• • • 

... 

3 

,,  Provide  Receptacle  for  Refuse 

3 

... 

• • • 

... 

3 

,,  Provide  Manure  Pit 

1 

... 

1 

,,  Prevent  Escape  of  Noxious  Fumes  and  Vapours  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Total  ... 

21 

23 

16 

... 

29 

89 
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There  were  10  notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  of  matters  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
and  all  have  been  remedied. 

Underground  Bakehouses. — There  were  two  underground 
bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  licenses  were  issued. 

Home  Work  Order.— There  are  no  home  workers  under  the 
Home  Work  Order  of  1905. 
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Section  III. — Sanitary  Administration  of  District. 

The  sanitary  administration  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Health  Committee,  which  is  constituted  of  nine  members,  with  the 
Mayor  (ex-officio). 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  consists  of : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Three  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Disinfectors. 

Two  Town’s  Matrons. 

Veterinary  Inspector  (part  time). 

Clerk  (jointly  wdth  Education  Committee). 

The  Inspectors  all  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  and  one  has  the  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year,  but 
Assistant  Inspector  Steele  haying  joined  His  Majesty’s  Forces  early 
in  October  we  were  short-handed  during  the  last  three  months 
of  the  year.  Nurse  Kershaw  and  the  senior  Clerk  (Mr.  Auty) 
obtained  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  early  in  the  year. 

The  Inspector  with  the  Meat  Certificate  carries  out  Meat 
Inspection.  During  the  year  all  diseased  meat  has  been  dealt  with 
as  voluntary  surrenders.  Should,  however,  a seizure  be  made,  it 
would  be  carried  out  by  the  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  Thackray)  or 
myself.  Meat  inspection  is  reported  on,  in  more  detail,  in  another 
section. 

For  routine  sanitary  inspections  the  Borough  has  been  divided 
into  three  districts,  and  one  is  allotted  to  each  of  the  three 
Assistant  Inspectors.  They  report  all  matters  to  the  Chief 
Inspector,  who  supervises  their  work,  and  all  notices  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  sanitary  amendments  are  sent  under 
his  immediate  supervision  and  direction,  and  the  carrying  out 
of  the  necessary  works  is  supervised  by  him. 

Registered  premises  are  inspected  regularly  by  the  staff,  and 
house  to  house  and  district  inspections  made. 

The  Chief  Inspector  is  also  Inspector  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  and  all  samples  are  taken  under  his  supervision. 


44 


The  carrying  out  of  the  duties  as  specified  by  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  routine 
inspection  of  dwellings,  was  relegated  by  the  Health  Committeee 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Inspector.  The  Assistant 
Inspectors  make  the  preliminary  detailed  inspections  of  dwellings 
and  enter  their  findings  on  the  inspection  card.  A supervisory 
inspection  is  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Chief 
Inspector,  and  all  representations  and  reports  to  the  Committee 
are  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  duties  of  the  Disinfector 
and  the  routine  method  of  dealing  with  acute  infectious  diseases. 
This  has  been  fully  explained  in  former  reports,  and  I do  not 
propose  to  repeat  this  time. 

Scavenging  is  undertaken  entirely  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
There  are  separate  departments  for  street  cleansing  and  for  the 
removal  of  domestic  refuse,  each  having  its  own  superintendent. 

The  Town  Matron’s  duties  are  concerned  in  the  prevention 
of  Infantile  Mortality,  and  are  dealt  with  more  in  detail  under  that 
section,  though  I would  here  mention  that  more  interest  is  being 
taken  of  ante-natal  conditions,  many  expectant  mothers  are  now 
visited  some  time  before  the  birth  of  the  child.  A system  of 
notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  “pregnant  mothers” 
by  midwives  has  been  inaugurated,  and  this  is  explained  under  the 
section  dealing  with  Infant  Welfare,  Section  VII. 

Veterinary  Inspection  of  Cattle. — This  is  carried  out  by  a 
part  time  Veterinary  Surgeon.  His  duties  are  to  examine  all  dairy 
cows  in  the  Borough  at  least  twice  a year,  and  make  any  special 
examination  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  He 
takes  a sample  of  milk  from  any  cow  for  bacteriological  examination 
(for  the  tubercle  bacillus)  when  he  deems  it  advisable,  and  also 
reports  on  the  condition  of  sheds  at  the  time  of  his  visit.  His 
reports  are  sent  to  me  monthly,  and  I subsequently  lay  them  before 
the  Health  Committee. 

The  details  respecting  inspections  have  been  dealt  with  under 
“ Milk  Supply”  (Section  II.,  I.) 

Hospital  Administration  in  relation  to  acute  infectious 
diseases  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 
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The  Board  consists  of  11  members  of  the  Dewsbury  Council, 
3 members  of  the  Batley  Council  and  3 members  of  the  Heckmond- 
wike  Council.  The  areas  concerned  are  the  Borough  of  Dewsbury, 
the  Urban  District  of  Heckmondwike,  and  that  portion  of  Soothill 
Upper  which  became  a part  of  Batley  in  1910.  There  are  two 
hospitals  proper,  viz.,  that  known  as  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  and  the  Small-pox  Hospital.  The  former  is  situated  in 
the  Earlsheaton  Ward  of  the  Dewsbury  Borough,  and  the  latter 
in  Ossett.  There  is  accommodation  for  70  patients  in  the  main 
Hospital,  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria  being 
admitted,  and  for  50  patients  in  the  Small-pox  Hospital. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  admission  of  any 
case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  or  acute  polio-myelitiis  occurring 
in  the  Borough. 

(• 

At  no  time  have  the  Board  been  unable  to  admit  any  case 
which  I desired  to  be  taken  in.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  are 
shown  in  the  next  section  dealing  with  acute  infectious  diseases. 

There  is  a non-resident  Medical  Superintendent.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  is  not  an  official  under  the  Board. 

Local  Acts  and  General  Adoptive  Acts.— The  Local  Acts 
affecting  the  Borough  are  : — 

The  Dewsbury  Improvement  Act,  1884. 

Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
Act  (1887),  Street  Improvements. 

The  Dewsbury  Improvement  Act,  1891. 

L.G.B.’s  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  Act,  1893, 


Joint  Hospital  Board. 


Ditto 

ditto 

1893,  Street  Improvements. 

Ditto 

ditto 

1896,  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Ditto 

ditto 

1907,  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Ditto 

ditto 

1909,  Dewsbury  Extension  Order. 

In  addition  there  are  Local  Acts  relating  to  Gas,  Electricity, 
Water,  Tramways,  Light  Railways  and  Finance. 

The  general  adoptive  Acts  are  : — 

Baths  and  Wash-houses’  Acts,  1846  to  1882. 

Public  Libraries’  Acts,  1887. 

Museum  and  Gymnasiums’  Act,  1891. 

Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1890,  Part  III. 
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Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Notification  of  Births’  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1907,  Sections  51, 
84  & 95. 

No  legal  action  has  been  taken  under  Local  or  Adoptive  Acts. 

Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1907, 
has  been  adopted  during  the  year  and  sanction  thereto  received 
from  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  reason  for  the  adoption 
is  understood  from  the  following  copy  of  a special  report  made 
by  me  to  the  Health  Committee  in  May,  1914  : — 

“ You  have  decided  to  adopt  bye-laws  relating  to  offensive 
“ trades.  Section  113  of  the  1875  Act  is  in  the  following  terms  : — • 
“ ‘ Any  Urban  Authority  may  from  time  to  time  make  bye-laws 
“ * with  respect  to  any  offensive  trades  established  with  their  consent , 
“ ‘ either  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  in  order  to  prevent 
“ ‘ or  diminish  the  noxious  or  injurious  effects  thereof.’  It  is 
“ doubtful  whether  the  Local  Authority  has  given  consent  to  the 
“ establishment  of  certain  bone-boiling  trades  now  in  operation  in 
“ the  Borough,  therefore  I am  of  opinion  that  any  bye-laws  made 
“ would  not  legally  operate  in  connection  therewith.  I therefore 
“ advise  that  before  the  bye-laws  are  adopted  you  obtain  sanction 
“ from  the  Local  Government  Board  to  adopt  Section  51  of  the 
“ Public  Health  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1907,  Subsection  2 of  which 
“reads  as  follows 4 The  Local  Authority  may  make  bye-laws 
“ ‘ with  respect  to  any  trade  which  is  an  offensive  trade  under 
“ ‘ Section  112  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875  as  amended  by 
“ ‘ this  Act,  whether  established  before  or  after  the  commencement 
“ ‘ of  this  Act,  in  order  to  prevent  or  diminish  any  noxious  or 
“ ‘ injurious  effects  of  the  trade.’  In  this  subsection  there  is  no 
“ question  as  to  the  establishment  with  consent .” 

The  Authority  is  now  in  a position  to  draw  up  bye-laws  relating 
to  offensive  trades  and  ask  for  the  L.G.B.’s  sanction  to  their 
adoption. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work  during  the  Year. — 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act.  144  samples  of  various  articles  have  been  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Analyst  for  examination.  The  number  is  an  increase  of  4 
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compared  with  the  number  taken  in  the  previous  year.  This  does 
include  water  samples  sent  for  analysis. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Eichardson,  of  Bradford,  is  the  Borough  Analyst. 
The  results  of  his  examinations  have  been  already  dealt  with  in  a 
previous  section. 

Bacteriology. — Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out 
by  the  West  Eiding  County  Council  on  behalf  of  this  Authority  on 
payment.  The  charges  per  examination  are  according  to  a scale 
varying  with  the  nature  of  the  examination  required,  and  the  nature 
of  the  specimen  sent. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  during  the  year  was  as 
follows : — 


) } 


) f 


> > 


Blood  serum  for  widal  reaction 
Swabs  from  throat  for  bacillus  diph- 
theria 

Sputum  for  bacillus  tubercolosis 
Urine 
Milk 
Pus 

Material  for  bacillus  anthracis 
Swab  for  gonococcus 
Conjunctival  swabs  for  organisms 
Film 
Swab 

Vaginal  swab 

Pus  for  organisms  (?  actinomyces) 
Urine  for  bacillus  para-typhosus 
Water  for  organisms 
Hair  for  ringworm  parasite 


> » 


> > 


t > 


>> 


n 


1 1 


27 

544 

94  (1  inoculation) 

1 (inoculation) 

5 

2 (inoculation) 

5 (inoculation) 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

5 

494 


Total  1191 
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Section  IV.— Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  267  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  notified  by  medical  men.  The  cases  from 
the  several  districts  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

79 

5 

32 

38 

154 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  or 

17 

18 

5 

35 

75 

Typhoid  Fever 

5 

2 

7 

Puerperal  Fever... 

3 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 
Continued  Fever 

11 

4 

4 

19 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

4 

2 

6 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis... 

1 

1 

121 

26 

41 

79 

267 

The  total  number  of  cases  removed  to  the  Hospital  from  each 
district  was  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury. 

R avensthorpe 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

67 

5 

29 

31 

132 

Diphtheria 

14 

12 

3 

30 

59 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Totals 

84 

19 

32 

61 

196 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  periods  of  the  cases 
notified : — 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES. 

Casks  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Under 

1. 

1-5. 

5-15. 

At  Ages 

15-25. 

— Yean 

25-45. 

j. 

45-65. 

Over 

65. 

At  all 
ages. 

Small-pox 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

21 

48 

2 

3 

75 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

7 

5 

3 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

24 

106 

17 

4 

154 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

3 

2 

2 

7 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever... 

1 

3 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

6 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Totals 

11 

45 

156 

26 

19 

7 

3 

267 
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Cases 

Notified. 

1914. 

■ ■ ■ 

January 
February  . . 
March 

April 

May.. 

June 

July.. 

August 
Sejitember . . 
Octaber 
November  . . 
December  . . 

Totals  ,.| 

Cases 

Removed 

TO 

Hospital. 
January 
February  . . 
March 

April 

May.. 

June 

July.. 
August 
September  . . 
October 
November  . . 
December  . . 

Totals  . . 
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Number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  the  present  sub- 
registration district  of  Dewsbury  during  each  of  the  past  twelve 
years  : — 


Small-pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Relapsing 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cholera 

Erysipelas. 

Chicken-pox. 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Totals. 

1901 

229 

11 

2 

10 

1 

14 

297 

1902 

7 

95 

16 

1 

10 

10 

23 

162 

1903 

137 

50 

17 

13 

2 

18 

237 

1904 

552 

50 

35 

27 

14 

45 

723 

1905 

12 

162 

42 

1 

19 

3 

1 

16 

44 

300 

1906 

48 

24 

21 

1 

2 

10 

33 

139 

1907 

65 

17 

22 

2 

16 

122 

1908 

1 

26 

11 

30 

1 

7 

76 

1909 

67 

17 

11 

1 

10 

106 

1910 

45 

11 

7 

2 

10 

75 

1911 

45 

23 

9 

3 

12 

92 

1912 

61 

14 

7 

1 

12 

95 

1913 

23 

14 

9 

1 

10 

57 

1914 

1 

79 

17 

5 

3 

11 

1 

4 

121 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Acute  Infectious  Diseases  showed 
a large  increase,  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figures.  This 
was  due  to  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  The  increase  of  the 
former  was  chiefly  in  the  Old  Borough  and  the  Soothills  districts, 
and  of  the  latter  in  Thornhill  and  Bavensthorpe  — Thornhill 
especially.  From  investigations  made  concerning  every  case,  I am 
of  opinion  that  there  is  no  question  of  any  of  the  diseases  being 
water  or  milk  borne. 


Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  154  cases  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  76  during  1913,  which  year,  however,  had  a 
low  incidence.  The  disease  incidence  has  been  high  in  other  parts 
of  the  Riding.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  late  summer 
and  autumn  months,  though  no  month  has  been  actually  free.  Of 
the  total  number,  97  occurred  in  school  children.  There  have  been 
many  mild  cases,  aud  some  have  not  been  recognised  until  another 
person  in  the  same  house  has  contracted  the  illness  with  sufficient 
severity  as  to  necessitate  calling  in  the  doctor.  There  were 
seventeen  instances  of  two  cases,  three  of  three  cases,  and  one 
of  four  occurring  in  the  same  house. 

Diphtheria. — There  was  also  a big  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  notified  during  the  year  of  this  disease,  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  Forty-four  per  cent,  of  the  total  occurred  in  the 
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Thornhill  area,  and  seventy-seven  per  cent,  of  the  whole  in  children 
of  school  age.  In  eight  instances  two  cases  were  notified  from  one 
house.  Personal  infection  has  been  the  great  factor  in  the  spread 
of  the  disease.  Mild  cases  occur  and  are  not  recognised  and  they 
remain  centres  of  infection  for  some  time,  although  not  presenting 
any  symptoms  of  illness. 

I have  in  previous  reports  explained  the  advantages  of 
bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis  of  this  disease,  and  of  the  methods 
employed  in  investigating  and  stamping  out  any  outbreak  occurring 
in  a community,  viz.,  the  taking  of  swabbings  from  the  throat  and 
submitting  them  to  bacteriological  examination,  and  subsequent 
isolation  of  persons  found  harbouring  the  bacilli.  This  was  resorted 
to  twice  in  the  Thornhill  area.  The  children  attending  Thornhill 
Edge  School  were  all  swabbed  in  June,  and  one  “carrier”  was 
found  ; and  in  October  fwentv-four  swabs  were  taken  from  those 
attending  Thornhill  Walker’s  Endowed  School,  who  were  either 
contacts  with  other  cases  or  themselves  showing  some  suspicious 
sign  of  possible  diphtheria.  In  four  of  them  the  bacilli  were 
demonstrated,  and  of  these  I should  say  only  one  was  a simple 
“carrier”  — he  having  had  no  symptoms  of  the  disease,  whereas  the 
other  three  were  definite  cases.  Four  boys  who  were  absent  from 
school  at  the  time,  were  visited  at  their  homes  and  one  definite  case 
found.  Thus  in  one  comparatively  small  area  I myself  found  four 
children  actually  suffering  from  diphtheria — though  very  mildly — 
and  oue  carrier,  who  would  in  all  probability  have  not  been 
detected  otherwise ; they  would  have  been  centres  of  infection  and 
might  have  done  incalculable  harm. 

Provision  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin. — The  Local  Authority 
continue  to  supply  anti-toxin  free  of  charge.  During  the  year 
twenty-two  applications  have  been  made,  each  for  2,000  units. 

Enteric  Fever. — Only  seven  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified  as  occurring  during  the  year  throughout  the  whole  Borough. 
Five  of  them  were  from  the  Old  Borough  of  Dewsbury  and  two 
from  Ravensthorpe.  Two  of  the  Old  Borough  cases  probably 
contracted  the  illness  from  two  others  notified  late  in  the  previous 
year.  The  source  of  the  disease  in  the  other  five  patients  could  not 
be  traced. 

Small-pox. — One  fatal  case  occurred  in  May.  Energetic 
means  were  taken  to  prevent  any  spreading  of  the  disease.  The 
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immediate  members  of  the  family,  six  in  number,  were  removed 
to  the  Mitchell  Laithes  Hospital  and  there  isolated  and  vaccinated. 
All  other  contacts,  eighteen  in  number,  were  taken  to  the  dis- 
infecting station,  where  they  had  a hot  bath  and  their  clothes 
disinfected ; they  were  all  urged  to  be  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated. 
Nine  were  re-vaccinated,  one  vaccinated  for  the  first  time;  the 
other  eight  refused,  two  of  them  had  been  vaccinated  about  10  years 
ago,  three  had  had  small-pox,  and  three  others  who  refused  were 
vaccinated  in  infancy.  All  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  were 
re-vaccinated.  Thorough  disinfection  of  the  house  was  carried  out. 

On  May  1st  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Batley  informed 
me  that  he  had  been  made  aware  of  four  cases  of  small-pox 
occurring  in  one  family  in  Batley,  and  that  a Dewsbury  person 
was  a contact.  She  and  her  husband  were  also  isolated  at  Mitchell 
Laithes  Hospital  until  all  danger  was  over.  The  first  of  the  Batley 
cases  developed  the  disease  about  a fortnight  before  it  was 
recognised.  He  worked  at  a Dewsbury  factory.  I made  careful 
enquiries  at  the  factory,  but  elicited  no  information  bearing  on  the 
case.  I examined  certain  of  the  workpeople  contacts  but  found 
nothing,  and  none  of  them  developed  the  disease,  and  though  it 
was  surmised  that  this  man  might  have  been  infected  whilst  at 
work,  there  was  nothing  to  bear  this  out.  It  was  somewhat  strange 
that  the  Dewsbury  case  which  was  notified  on  the  4th  of  the  month 
lived  within  about  300  yards  of  the  said  factory,  but  neither  patient 
knew  the  other  and  all  question  of  contact  was  denied  and  the 
Dewsbury  patient  was  not  employed  at  the  factory. 

A time  wall  probably  come  when  we  shall  not  be  so  fortunate 
in  so  limiting  an  outbreak.  The  country  is  running  a risk  of  the 
disease  being  imported.  If  there  is  an  epidemic  it  will  be  the  fault 
of  the  people,  and  the  unvaccinated  will  flock  to  be  vaccinated. 
It  would  be  wiser  not  to  wait,  but  to  have  vaccination  performed 
NOW. 

How  vaccination  has  been  neglected  during  1914  is  shown  by 
the  following  figures  : — 


Registration  Area.  Primary 

Vaccinations. 

Exemptions. 

Dewsbury... 

398 

383 

Mirfield  (including  Bavensthorpe) 

245 

• • . 

167 

Soothills  ... 

112 

• • « 

157 

Thornhill  ... 

106 

• • • 

163 

861 

870 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis. — One  case  occurred  in  the  Old  Borough 
in  May.  I first  became  aware  of  this  on  receiving  a copy  of  the 
death  certificate  from  the  Registrar.  The  doctor,  who  was  in 
default  for  not  notifying  the  occurrence  of  the  disease,  was  written 
to  and  asked  for  the  notification. 

The  premises  were  disinfected. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatoiium. — This  disease  became  compulsorily 
notifiable  by  doctors  and  mid  wives  on  April  1st,  1914.  It  is  an 
acute  purulent  inflammatory  affection  of  the  eyes  of  new-born 
children.  It  must  be  notified  if  it  occurs  in  a young  child  under 
21  days  old.  Proper  attention  to  the  eyes  at  birth  obviates  the 
disease,  and  neglect  after  it  has  once  manifested  itself  leads  to 
serious  consequences,  even  blindness. 

Six  cases  have  been  notified,  four  as  occurring  in  Dewsbury 
and  two  in  Thornhill.  Five  were  notified  by  practitioners  and  one 
by  a midwife.  They  were  visited  by  the  Town’s  Matrons  to  see 
that  instructions  given  for  their  treatment  were  properly  carried  out. 

Non-notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases.  — The  more 
important  of  these  affections  are  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Chicken-pox  and  Mumps,  more  especially  the  first  two.  Head 
teachers  inform  me,  on  special  forms  provided  for  the  purpose, 
of  cases  occurring  amongst  children  attending  the  elementary 
schools. 

The  notifications  received  were  as  follows:  — 


Measles 

...  205 

Chicken-pox  ... 

...  118 

Whooping  Cough 

...  85 

Mumps 

...  41 

Total 

...  449 

The  number  is  practically  the  same  as  were  received  during  the 
previous  year.  There  were,  however,  fewer  Measles  and  more 
Whooping  Cough  cases,  according  to  the  certificates.  As  I have 
often  said,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  serious  illnesses, 
especially  when  young  children  are  attacked.  Unfortunately,  most 
parents  do  not  realise  this,  and  the  need  for  isolation ; on  the  other 
hand,  it  must  be  conceded  that  in  only  a comparatively  few  houses 
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of  the  working  class  is  isolation  possible,  but  neighbours’  children 
should  not  be  allowed  to  enter  infected  houses,  and  if  only  they 
could  be  made  to  see  this  much  would  be  done  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  these  diseases. 

Disinfection. — The  methods  adopted  for  disinf  ction  are  the 
same  as  heretofore  and  mentioned  in  previous  reports.  We  have 
long  felt  that  removal  of  infected  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  from 
houses  to  the  disinfecting  station  and  their  return  after  disinfection 
by  means  of  a horse-drawn  vehicle  is  a slow  process,  and  when  the 
infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  one  of  the  out-districts,  half  a day 
to  a day  is  required  to  deal  with  it.  The  Committee  have  decided  to 
substitute  a small  motor  van.  This  has  been  ordered  and  should 
be  in  use  by  the  end  of  March  or  April,  and  should  result  in  a great 
convenience  and  considerable  saving  of  time. 

The  amount  of  disinfection  carried  out  is  as  follows  : — 

Connected  with  346  private  houses  ...512  rooms  and  4264  articles. 

,,  ,,  7 elementary  schools...  38  rooms. 

,,  ,,  3 institutions  ...  15  rooms  and  209  articles. 

In  addition,  31  persons,  with  their  298  articles  of  clothing,  were 
disinfected. 

Destruction  of  Bedding,  etc. — At  the  request  of  owners, 
the  following  articles  have  been  destroyed  at  the  destructor  by 
burning:— 75  beddings,  190  mattresses,  36  pillows,  97  other  articles. 

Bacteriological  Aids  to  Diagnosis. — I have  already  given 
the  list  of  specimens  taken  and  examined  in  Section  III.  The  total 
number  is  an  advance  on  those  taken  the  previous  year  by  164,  and 
they  are  more  varied  in  character,  which  is  a good  sign.  I should 
be  glad  to  see  more  throat  swabbings  taken  by  private  practitioners, 
the  majority  are  taken  by  myself. 
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Section  V. — Prevalence  and  Control  over 

Tuberculosis. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  on  certificate  A.  The  admission  of  all  to  Sanatoria  or 
Poor  Law  Institutions  should  be  notified  on  Form  C,  and  all 
discharges  from  such  Institutions  on  Form  D.  Form  B is  that  on 
which  the  School  Medical  Officer  notifies  his  cases.  There  is 
considerable  neglect  in  notifying.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  have 
occurred,  and  my  first  intimation  has  been  the  receipt  from  the 
Registrar  of  the  copy  of  the  death  certificate.  Medical  Officers  of 
Institutions  have  missed  sending  both  Forms  C and  D.  This  entails 
considerable  trouble  to  this  department.  The  certificates  have  to 
be  written  for  and  figures  altered,  and  what  is  more  important,  the 
department  is  not  kept  in  perfect  cognisance  of  what  is  going  on. 

Counting  the  belated  certificates,  the  correct  number  which 
should  have  been  received  in  due  course  is  shown  in  the  following 
table ; but  it  must  be  remembered  that  more  than  one  certificate  of 
either  A,  C or  D may  refer  to  the  same  case,  as  a person  may  be 
notified  by  more  than  one  medical  man,  and  any  one  person  may  be 
admitted  to  more  than  one  Institution,  and  of  course  discharged. 


Certificates  Received. 

Number  of 

Primary  Notifications. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

A 

96 

70 

166 

93 

63 

156 

B 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

6 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Persons  Implicated. 
Male.  Female.  Total. 

Poor  Law 

6 

1 

7 

5 

1 

16 

p 

Sanatorium 

15 

14 

29 

14 

13 

27 

Poor  Law 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

■b  Sanatorium 

16 

14 

30 

14 

14 

28 

In  many  cases  Certificates  C and  D refer  to  patients  who  have 
been  notified  previous  to  year  1914. 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  was,  as  just  shown,  96  males  and  66  females.  The 
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The  following  shows  the  relationship  between  the  number  of 
cases  notified  and  the  type  of  house  affected  : it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  is  the  record  at  the  time  the  case  was  notified  : — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
(Lung)  Cases.  Cases. 

Through  Houses  and  those  with  through 

ventilation,  including  Institutions...  43  ...  16 

Back-to-back  Houses  and  those  with  no 

through  ventilation  ...  ...  82  ...  21 
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Of  the  lung  cases,  655  per  cent,  of  the  whole  occurred  in 
houses  without  through  ventilation  and  34-5  in  houses  with  through 
ventilation  ; whereas,  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases,  56  7 per  cent, 
occurred  in  houses  without  through  ventilation  and  433  per  cent, 
with. 


Occupation  Table  of  Notified  Cases. — The  following  table 


gives  the  occupations  of  the  patients  : — 


Pulmonary  Cases. 

Male. 

Female. 

Clerk 

1 

Joiner 

3 

Mechanic  ... 

1 

Cobbler  ... 

1 

Milliner  ... 

1 

Shop-keeper  and 
Assistants 

1 

Hotel  Keeper 

1 

Musician  ... 

1 

Labourer  ... 

12 

Miner 

6 

Teamer 

1 

Textile  Factory  Worker 

25 

13 

Non-Textile  ,,  ,, 

7 

1 

Housewife 

12 

Domestic  Servants  and 
Charwomen 

5 

Laundress 

2 

Railway  Porter 

1 

Gate  Keeper 

Sailor 

1 

Scholars  ... 

7 

5 

School  age  but  not 
attended 

3 

3 

No  occupation 

5 

6 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases. 
Male.  Female. 

2 


1 


1 

1 

2 2 
1 
2 

1 


1 


2 2 

3 1 

7 8 


49  20 


76 


17 
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General  Methods  adopted  for  the  Control  of  Tuberculosis: 

(a)  Home  Visitation. — The  Tuberculosis  Nurses  visit  the 
homes  of  patients  in  order  to  advise  the  household  on  general 
hygiene,  and  the  patient  how  he  should  so  regulate  his  life  and 
actions  to  the  best  advantage  for  himself  and  others.  Repeat  visits 
are,  of  course,  made.  In  many  cases  full  advantage  is  taken  of  the 
advice  given,  but  in  others  it  is  ignored. 

(b)  Pamphlets  on  Consumption  have  been  given  to  tubercular 
patients. 

(c)  Sputum  bottles  are  provided  from  the  Dispensary. 

( d)  Disinfectants  and  soap  are  provided  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority. 

( e)  Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  after  the  death  of  a patient  or  on  leaving  home  for 
Sanatorium  or  elsewhere.  Bedding,  etc.,  are  removed  to  the  Dis- 
infecting Station  and  dealt  with  in  the  steam  disinfector. 

(f)  House  Inspection. — On  receipt  of  a notification,  the 
house  in  which  the  case  has  arisen  is  inspected;  records  are  made 
as  under  the  provisions  for  housing  inspection  under  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  and  appropriate  notices  issued  where 
necessary. 

(g)  Examination  of  Contacts. — Known  contacts  of  a con- 
sumptive are  specially  asked  to  visit  the  Dispensary  and  submit 
themselves  for  examination,  in  order  to  see  if  they  present  any 
signs  of  disease. 

This  should  be  one  of  the  important  aids  in  eradicating  the 
disease.  The  earlier  a patient  comes  under  observation  and  treat- 
ment the  better  it  is  for  himself  and  the  community,  provided 
he  complies  with  advice  and  instructions  given  him.  As  will  be 
shown  later,  only  78  contacts  have  consented  to  examination.  This 
is  deplorable,  but  only  bears  out  my  several  years’  experience.  For 
five  years  I have  endeavoured  to  persuade  “contacts”  to  be 
examined,  but  only  with  little  success. 

Treatment  of  Tubercular  Diseases. — The  three  units  in 
the  treatment  of  these  diseases  are — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Treatment. 

(b)  Domiciliary  Treatment. 

(c)  Residential  Institutional  Treatment  (Sanatoria). 
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The  Dispensary  Unit. — As  fully  explaiued  in  my  last  Annual 
Repoit,  and  as  all  concerned  must  now  know,  the  Local  Authority 
has  made  provision  for  Dispensary  treatment.  The  Dispensary  is 
situate  in  Halifax  road  and  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  the 
County  Council,  the  Local  Authority  paying  a proportion  of  the 
total  cost  of  upkeep. 

The  Dispensary  Medical  Officer — Dr.  Priestley — receives  from 
me  particulars  of  every  case  notified  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1912,  so  that  he  is  enabled  to  deal  with  them  all. 
I also  inform  him  of  all  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis. 

According  to  Dr.  Priestley’s  report,  which  I append  to  this 
Section  V.,  one  hundred  and  seventy  two  new  patients  have 
attended  the  Dispensary  during  1914.  These  are  not  all  affected 
with  tuberculosis,  but  included  contacts,  many  of  whom  fortunately 
are  free  from  the  disease. 

A certain  number  of  people  suffering  do  not  attend  ; they 
may  be  private  patients  who  do  not  desire  to  do  so  ; some  are  too 
ill  when  we  first  hear  of  them  by  notification ; several  have  died 
and  never  been  notified,  and  I have  had  to  write  for  the  notification 
after  death ; several  are  in  poor-law  institutions,  including  asylums 
outside  the  Borough. 

Sanatorium  Treatment. — The  Local  Authority  have  not  yet 
completed  any  agreement  with  the  Insurance  Committee— except 
as  for  Dispensary  treatment — for  the  treatment  of  insured  persons 
in  Sanatoria,  and  have  not  yet  any  beds  at  their  command. 

The  Local  Insurance  Committee  have,  however,  three  beds  for 
males  at  Dean  Head,  Horsforth,  and  three  for  females  at  Morton 
Banks,  Keighley. 

During  the  year  fifteen  males  and  eleven  females  have  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  through  the  Insurance  Committee.  Two  of 
each  sex  were  admitted  late  in  1913,  being  subsequently  discharged 
in  the  spring  of  1914,  and  two  of  the  males  were  admitted  during 
December  (1914)  and  along  with  two  others  (one  of  each  sex)  were 
still  at  the  Sanatoria  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  majority  have 
stayed  about  three  months. 

In  addition  to  the  afore-mentioned,  five  other  (1  male  and  4 
females)  Dewsbury  consumptives  have  been  to  Sanatoria.  Two 
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were  sent  by  the  King  Edward  VII.  Memorial  Fund  and  three 
by  their  parents.  One  of  the  five  was  an  insured  person,  but  she 
did  not  wish  to  go  to  the  institution  in  which  the  Insurance 
Committee  have  beds. 

The  Dispensary  Medical  Officer  has  been  asked  to  notify  me 
of  any  uninsured  person  who  should  be  sent  to  Sanatorium,  the 
Local  Authority  would  then  make  application  for  a bed  and  send 
the  person  away.  Only  one  has  been  notified  as  being  suitable 
for  a Sanatorium  bed,  and  this  person  was  unable  to  accept  the 
benefit.  Seven  others  were  notified  as  suitable  for  “ Hospital  ” 
beds,  but  no  provision  has  as  yet  been  made  for  Hospital  cases. 

I am  of  opinion  that  Hospital  beds  are  much  needed,  and, 
in  fact,  most  of  the  insured  persons  who  have  been  sent  away  were 
Hospital  bed  cases,  rather  than  Sanatorium  bed  cases,  and  this 
partly  accounts  for  the  seemingly  lack  of  permanent  benefit 
derivable  at  the  Sanatoria.  Another  cause  is  the  comparatively 
short  stay,  and  what  is  only  too  obvious,  viz.,  their  return  to  their 
original  most  unsuitable  silt  roundings,  often  aggravated  by  want  of 
home  cleanliness  and  hygiene. 

Arrangements  for  a Complete  Scheme. — The  Local  Authority 
are  now  making  arrangements  for  a complete  scheme.  According 
to  population,  the  Borough  should  have  eleven  Sanatorium  beds 
and  eleven  Hospital  beds. 

I have  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Priestley  and  myself,  if  eleven  Sanatorium  beds  were 
contracted  for  in  recognised  institutions  they  would  not  be  filled. 
This  does  not  mean  we  do  not  think  there  are  not  the  cases,  but, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  “ early  ” cases  are  not  yet  found  and  notified, 
and  again,  an  “early”  case  will  not,  or  cannot,  afford  to  leave  home 
and  enter  a Sanatorium,  especially  if  he  or  she  happens  to  be  the 
bread-winner. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  provisionally  given  consent 
for  the  Local  Authority  in  their  scheme  to  provide  for  six  Sanato- 
rium beds  on  the  understanding  that  more  will  be  provided  if  the 
necessity  arises.  This  I am  sure  will  be  done. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  sixteen 
“hospital”  beds  at  the  Whitley  Grange  Hospital,  and  plans  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  of  the  proposed 
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alterations  and  additions  to  the  Wards  and  the  Administrative 
Block.  The  Board  have  intimated  they  will  consent  thereto,  provi- 
ded the  cost  is  reasonable. 

It  is  most  desirous  that  the  scheme  should  be  completed,  and 
that  Dewsbury  residents  should  be  enabled  to  derive  benefit  there- 
from. 

Surgical  cases  have  been  admitted  to  and  in  fact  primarily 
notified  from  the  local  Infirmary. 

Tuberculosis  in  children  of  school  age  could  well  be  catered  for 
at  an  open-air  school.  This  could  be  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  and  has  already  been  mentioned.  I hope  the 
subject  will  be  seriously  discussed.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
and  would  be  of  inestimable  value  also  to  the  pre-tubercular  child. 

Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Officer  of 
the  work  done  at  Dewsbury  Dispensary,  for 
Borough  Patients  only. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  has  been  well  attended  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1914. 

The  public  are  now  showing  in  a greater  degree  their  apprecia- 
tion of  it,  and  are  anxious  to  get  the  help  it  offers  in  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  attendances  has  been  : — 


New  Patients  ...  ...  ...  172 

Total  Attendances  of  Borough  Patients  ...  3462 

Patients  gone  into  Sanatorium  ....  ...  28 

Patients  from  Sanatorium  returned  to  work  ...  18 

Patients  from  Sanatorium  improved  but  not  working  4 
Patients  from  Sanatorium  returned  home  worse  3 

Patients  remaining  in  Sanatorium  ...  ...  3 

During  the  year  78  contacts  mostly  children  were  examined 


with  a view  to  finding  out  whether  they  had  become  infected  with 
Tuberculosis. 

In  all  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  attending  here,  or  that  I hear 
of  from  any  source,  I send  one  of  my  Nurses  to  the  home  and  try 
to  get  the  other  members  of  the  household  (“  contacts”  as  we  term 
them)  to  attend  here,  so  that  Tuberculosis  may  be  excluded. 
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I am  sorry  to  say  that  nothing  like  the  number  I have  a right 
to  expect  submits  to  examination. 

Some  make  the  excuse  they  would  rather  not  know,  as  they 
could  not  afford  to  give  up  work  even  if  they  had  contracted  the 
disease. 

Others  are  working  overtime  and  are  too  tired  at  night  after  a 
day’s  work  to  attend  the  Dispensary  for  examination. 

Of  the  78  Contacts 

24  were  found  to  have  some  Tuberculosis  Lesion. 

21  are  being  kept  under  observation. 

30  were  found  healthy. 

3 had  other  diseases  but  not  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  Tuberculosis  patients  attending  the  Dispensary  regu- 
larly during  the  year 

32  patients  have  improved  in  health  and  are  working  regularly. 

34  improved  but  not  working  at  any  trade. 

(Under  this  heading  there  are  several  females  who  are 
doing  some  house  work). 

49  remained  stationery  and  were  as  in  the  above  group, 
able  to  perform  some  household  duties. 

16  have  become  worse. 

33  died  who  had  come  under  our  notice. 

The  improvement  in  practically  every  patient  after  6 weeks  or 
3 months  treatment  in  Sanatorium  was  very  striking.  The  treat- 
ment in  Sanatorium  is  principally  an  abundance  of  good  plain  food, 
living  in  the  fresh  air  night  and  day  irrespective  of  the  weather  and 
regular  hours. 

One  feels  so  keenly  that  if  we  could  only  have  the  same 
conditions  for  our  patients  on  their  return  home  from  the  Sanato- 
rium as  they  had  whilst  in  the  Sanatorium,  this  awful  death  toll  we 
have  to  record,  would  be  very  much  diminished. 

Unfortunately  the  great  majority  of  the  patients  return  home 
again  to  the  same  wretched  over-crowded  house  that  has  been  the 
main  cause  of  their  developing  Tuberculosis. 

Until  some  means  can  be  arranged  for  our  patients,  on  their 
return  from  Sanatorium,  to  be  put  in  better  hygienic  conditions, 
this  awful  loss  of  life  will  continue. 
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Anything  more  sad  than  for  those  working  at  the  Dispensary 
to  see  young  patients  return  from  the  Sanatorium  with  a new  lease 
of  life  steadily  droop  and  die  as  a result  of  their  wretched  surround- 
ings can  only  be  realised  by  those  working  day  in  and  day  out 
amongst  it.  I am  sure  the  Borough  Council  are  helping  the 
attempt  at  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis  tremendously  by  the 
building  scheme  they  are  now  entering  upon. 

A great  many  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  totally  unfitted 
as  abodes  for  bringing  up  a family,  and  are  responsible  for  a large 
percentage  of  the  Tuberculosis  that  is  so  rife. 

Our  Nurses  have  paid  1,226  visits  (Dewsbury  cases).  They  are 
well  received  by  the  patients,  who  eagerly  look  forward  to  their 
visits  and  advice  on  hygienic  matters.  All  our  patients  are  visited 
regularly  and  instructions  given  as  regards  (a)  separate  sleeping 
where  it  is  possible,  (b)  burning  of  the  infectious  sputum,  (c)  open 
windows  and  open  doors. 

One  cannot  estimate  too  greatly  the  good  of  our  Nurses’  visits, 
not  merely  to  our  patients,  but  to  the  people  around.  Our  Nurses 
always  sleep  with  their  windows  open,  they  tell  the  people  they 
call  upon  of  the  fact,  and  their  healthy  appearance  speaks  for  the 
benefit  of  so  doing.  These  remarks  on  the  subject  are  passed  on 
from  one  neighbour  to  another  and  so  indirectly  we  are  teaching 
the  whole  community  of  the  advantages  of  fresh  air. 

All  patients  attending  here  are  advised  to  clean  their  teeth  and 
have  the  diseased  ones  removed.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Bippon 
for  very  kindly  treating  a large  number  of  our  poor  patients  at  the 
Dewsbury  Infirmary. 

I find  our  patients  of  all  ages  have  been  most  careless  about 
their  teeth  in  the  past.  It  is  quite  the  exception,  even  amongst 
the  school  children  to  come  across  any  who  brush  their  teeth  daily. 

It  is  now  thought  bad  teeth  are  the  cause  of  many  diseases, 
Tuberculosis  included. 

I should  be  most  grateful  if  I could  enlist  the  practical 
sympathy  of  some  of  our  richer  townspeople  who  would  take 
indefinitely  an  interest  in  certain  patients. 
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For  instance,  a guarantee  to  the  milkman  to  be  responsible  for 
the  payment  of  a quart  or  two  of  milk  daily.  This  to  some 
widow  with  several  children,  whose  husband  has  died  from 
Consumption. 

Such  generosity  might  make  all  the  difference  between  either 
the  widow  or  some  of  the  children,  or  both,  developing  the  father’s 
complaint  or  escaping  the  disease. 

It  is  considered  that  the  better  we  feed  the  children  of  a 
Consumptive  patient  the  less  likely  they  are  to  develop  the  father 
or  mother’s  complaint. 


Thomas  Priestley. 
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Section  VI.— Investigations  of  Other  Diseases. 

Anthrax. — One  case  of  Anthrax  occurred  during  the  year. 
This  was  the  first  case  of  the  disease  I have  known  to  have  been 
notified  from  a rag  business.  Rag  and  shoddy  merchants  have 
prided  themselves  ou  the  fact  that  if  it  is  not  unknown  to  have 
occurred  in  their  business,  it  is  exceedingly  rare. 

It  was  impossible  to  trace  the  actual  source  in  this  case,  and  I 
think  it  possible  for  the  infection  to  have  existed  in  some  waste 
yarn  which  was  being  used  in  addition  to  rags.  It  might  be 
contended  that  the  yarn  had  gone  through  processes  of  manufacture 
which  would  have  killed  the  micro-organisms,  but  the  components 
of  all  yarns  do  not  always  go  through  processes  sufficient  to  kill  the 
Anthrax  spore.  I recollect  investigating  two  cases,  one  in  a weaver 
whose  occupation  necessitated  only  her  handling  the  spun  material, 
and  a second  in  a man  who  was  store  manager  in  connection  with 
a cloth  factory  and  his  duties  were  the  handling  of  the  spun 
material. 

Diarrhoea.- -There  was  a considerable  amount  of  Diarrhoea 
during  the  summer  months,  more  especially  in  certain  parts  of  the 
Old  Borough,  viz.,  The  Flatts,  Dawgreen  and  Eastboro’,  and  in 
Ravensthorpe. 

During  these  times  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  instructed  to 
pay  particular  attention  to  insanitary  conditions  in  the  affected 
areas.  The  scavenging  department  empted  privies  and  ashpits 
weekly,  and  the  people  were  advised  to  keep  their  yards  and  out- 
buildings as  clean  as  possible  and  to  empty  manure  pits  weekly. 
The  Town’s  Matrons  visited  the  houses  in  the  several  areas  daily 
and  advised  the  occupants  as  to  cleanliness  of  the  homes  as  well  as 
of  themselves,  the  protection  of  food  from  contamination,  and  the 
destruction  of  domestic  refuse.  Without  co-operation  of  the  people 
the  efforts  of  officials  are  more  or  less  fruitless,  and  the  necessary 
co-operation  is  not  given,  either  from  indifference  or  ignorance, 
or  both.  I believe  one  of  the  chief  causes  (if  not  the  chief)  of  the 
spread  of  Diarrhoea  is  the  common  practice  of  young  children 
defaecating  in  yards  and  back  streets.  The  Diarrhoea  germs  are 
present  in  the  stools,  and  are  subsequently  carried  by  flies  into 
houses,  and  articles  of  food  are  thus  contaminated  with  the  disease 
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germs.  In  addition  the  soil  becomes  polluted,  and  is  later  carried 
into  the  house  on  the  feet  of  persons  and  animals  or  is  blown  in  as 
dust.  It  rests  with  the  mothers  to  stop  this  reprehensible  practice, 
but  I know  they  are  often  indifferent  and  in  some  cases  they 
actually  tell  the  child  to  go  into  the  yard  for  the  purpose. 
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Section  VII. — Means  for  Preventing  Mortality  in 

Infancy  and  in  Childhood. 

The  Mid  wives’  Act,  1902,  since  April,  1913,  has  been  adminis- 
tered by  the  Local  Authority,  and  the  County  Borough  Council  has 
delegated  to  the  Health  Committee  the  powers  invested  in  them 
by  the  Act. 

When  any  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  arises,  in  addition  to  routine 
disinfection  of  the  premises,  bedding,  &c.,  the  disinfection  of  the 
midwife’s  clothing  aud  midwifery  outfit  is  supervised  by  the 
Corporation  Sanitary  Staff.  The  wearing  apparel  is  treated  in  the 
steam  disinfector.  When  disinfection  is  completed  the  midwife  is 
notified  that  she  may  resume  her  practice. 

There  were  14  Registered  Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year. 

The  Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse  Infirmary  is  being  used  as  a 
training  ground  for  Midwives. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  adopted  early  in  1908. 

Two  Trained  Nurses,  designated  the  Town’s  Matrons,  are 
employed,  their  duties  being  to  visit  and  give  advice  on  the  feeding 
and  the  general  management  of  Infants. 

Pamphlets  on  the  care  and  feeding  of  Infants  and  young 
children,  and  general  advice  to  the  mother,  have  been  distributed. 

Food  and  medical  necessaries  have  been  given  to  mothers, 
during  the  lying-in  period,  who  were  unable  themselves  to  obtain 
them  owing  to  poverty. 

Milk  and  other  food  has  been  supplied  for  some  babies  whose 
mothers  were  unable  to  feed  them  naturally,  and  who  could  not 
afford  to  buy  the  nourishment. 

The  Day  Nursery,  which  was  established  in  the  town  in  1913 
by  private  enterprise,  is  still  in  operation. 

A system  of  voluntary  notification  by  Midwives  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  prospective  mothers  has  been  commenced 
during  the  year.  These  prospective  mothers  are  visited  by  the 
Town’s  Matrons. 
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Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.— The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  births  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  the  number 
of  births  registered,  and  the  number  not  notified. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Not 

Notifications. 

Births  registered. 

Notified 

Dewsbury 

...  632 

...  690 

58 

Ravensthorpe 

...  109 

...  160 

51 

Soothills 

...  165 

179 

14 

Thornhill 

...  267 

274 

7 

Totals 

...  1173 

1303 

130 

In  addition  to  notification  of  live  births,  the  following  still- 


births have  been  notified  : — 

Dewsbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Ravensthorpe  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Soothills  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Thornhill  ..  ...  ...  ...  12 

Total...  ...  55 


The  number  of  births  not  notified,  viz : 130,  was  equal  to  9'4 
per  cent.,  this  is  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  there  has  been  great 
neglect  in  notification  of  Ravensthorpe  births,  as  many  as  31  per 
cent.  Many  notifications  are  made  considerably  after  the  statutory 
period,  viz : within  36  hours  after  birth,  and  the  majority  of  these 
have  had  to  be  written  for.  I am  repeatedly  writing  to  medical 
men,  pointing  out  their  duties  under  the  Notification  Acts,  and  in 
one  case  the  Health  Committee  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to  write 
a certain  Doctor,  and  tell  him  they  would  take  action  unless  he 
carried  out  his  obligations.  The  unnotified  cases  are  not  neglected 
altogether,  though  all  are  not  visited  as  soon  as  they  would  have 
been  if  they  had  been  notified,  as  we  are  made  aware  of  their 
existence  frequently  by  neighbours,  and  weekly  the  four  Registrars 
forward  me  lists  of  registered  births,  but  as  infants  need  not  be 
registered  until  they  are  six  weeks  old,  it  is  often  approaching  that 
age  before  they  appear  on  the  Registrars’  lists. 
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The  notifications  received  came  from  the  following  sources  : — 


Medical  men  alone 

526 

Midwives  alone  ... 

576 

Doctor  and  Midwife  (double) 

29 

Relations  and  others 

42 

1173 

The  number  of  births  (excluding  still-births)  attended  by  Mid- 
wives alone  was  approximately  576.  The  largest  number  attended 
by  any  one  midwife  was  140. 

Still-births. — As  above  stated,  55  still-births  were  notified  ; 
in  addition  3 others  came  to  our  notice.  The  Matrons  made 
enquiries  respecting  each  of  the  58.  In  21  cases  midwives  alone 
were  present.  Of  the  37  in  which  medical  men  were  present,  six 
were  sent  for  by  the  midwives  to  give  them  assistance. 

As  far  as  one  is  able  to  come  to  conclusions,  the  following  table 
shows  the  probable  causes  of  the  deaths  of  Infants,  of  whom 
27  died  before  the  commencement  of  labour : — 

Delayed  Labour 
Maternal  Syphilis  ... 

Maternal  Chorea  (severe)  ... 

Maternal  Dropsy  (Kidney  Disease) 

Maternal  Delicacy  (?  Tuberculosis) 

Mental  Shock  to  Mother 
Accidents  to  Mother  (Falls,  etc.) 

Placenta  Previa  .... 

Accidental  Haemorrhage 

58 


Of  the  31  cases  of  Delayed  Labour,  16  of  the  mothers  were 
primipara  and  15  multipara.  Three  were  due  to  abnormal 
presentation  of  the  infants,  one  in  the  former  class  and  two  in 
the  latter. 

Of  the  two  Placenta  Previa  cases  one  was  a first  baby  and  the 
other  a second. 

Of  the  two  Accidental  Haemorrhage  cases  both  were  multipara. 

Notification  of  Pregnancy. — In  August,  1914,  a circular 
letter  was  sent  to  all  Midwives  asking  them  to  notify  to  me  those 
cases  of  pregnancy  which  had  come  to  their  professional  knowledge, 
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whom  they  considered  should  be  visited  and  generally  advised 
on  matters  pertaining  to  motherhood,  and  stamped  addressed 
notification  forms  (in  letter-card  form)  have  been  supplied  for 
the  purpose. 

Fifty-four  notifications  have  been  received  from  eight  Midwives 
since  September  15th.  In  addition,  the  Matrons  have  themselves 
become  cognisant  of  169,  and  another  86  have  been  referred  to  us 
by  the  Patriotic  Committee.  In  all  309  expectant  mothers  have 
been  visited.  They  have  been  advised  generally  upon  matters 
relating  to  their  own  health  and  comfort ; on  the  hygiene  of  the 
home ; how  to  prepare  themselves  and  the  house  for  the  expected 
event ; how  and  what  to  prepare  for  the  needs  of  the  baby.  They 
were  all  advised  to  obtain  skilled  attendance,  and  certain  of  them 
to  consult  their  doctors  for  some  existing  condition  without  delay. 

The  Patriotic  Committee,  which  as  everybody  knows  has  been 
embodied  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  dependants  of  men  who  have 
joined  His  Majesty’s  service,  elected  in  October  a sub-committee 
of  five  persons,  three  of  whom  were  the  two  Town’s  Matrons  and 
myself,  and  empowered  them  to  give  special  immediate  relief  to 
necessitous  expectant  mothers. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  visited  in  the  several  areas 
is  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury 

219 

Eavensthorpe 

31 

Soothills 

24 

Thornhill 

35 

Work  of  the  Town’s  Matrons. — As  explained  in  previous 
reports,  the  Matron’s  duties  are  generally  to  advise  mothers  upon 
infant  welfare.  They  visit  homes  usually  withiu  48  hours  of  the 
birth  of  a child,  and  are  present  at  the  Town  Hall  at  stated  times, 
viz.,  daily  (except  Sundays),  from  9-30  to  10-0  a.m.,  Wednesdays, 
9-30  to  12  noon  and  2 to  5 p.m.,  to  give  similar  advice  to  the  many 
mothers  who  bring  their  infants  with  them. 

The  monthly  tea  for  mothers  has  again  been  continued 
throughout  the  year,  and  at  Christmas  the  third  annual  tea  and 
entertainment  took  place,  310  mothers  being  present ; each  had  a 
small  useful  present  given  for  the  baby. 
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I personally  interview  a number  of  mothers,  properly  examine 
the  infants  and  advise  as  to  their  treatment  in  necessary  cases. 

Nurse  Kershaw  continues  to  give  instructions  on  mother  craft 
to  the  girls  attending  the  home-making  school,  and  to  young  women 
at  evening  schools  under  the  auspices  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Dewsbury  Endowed  Schools  Foundation.  The  evening  schools 
have  been  held  at  eight  centres  throughout  the  Borough,  and  from 
20  to  50  persons  attend.  Two  lectures  have  been  given  to  each 
class,  but  the  number  could  with  very  great  advantage  be  increased. 
It  is  a wide  and  worthy  subject  and  should  be  dealt  with  as  such. 

The  number  of  babies  visited  at  their  homes  was  as  follows : — 


Babies  born  in  1913  ... 

1914 

))  j j _L  \J  JL  •••  •••  • • « 

Babies  born,  in  other  Towns  and  who  have 
been  brought  to  reside  in  the  Borough 


312 

1096 

19 

1427 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  babies  visited  in  the 
different  registration  areas,  and  tabulated  according  to  the  number 
of  visits  paid  to  each  : — 


Dewsbury. 

Ravens- 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

thorpe. 

1 

to  4 visits 

...  461 

132 

124 

203  ... 

920 

5 

>>  9 »» 

...  225 

58 

40 

46  ... 

369 

10 

„ 14  „ 

...  67 

27 

15 

10  ... 

119 

15 

>,  19  „ 

4 

2 

1 

2 ... 

9 

20 

and  over 

5 

1 

2 

2 ... 

10 

762 

220 

182 

263  ... 

1427 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  Infants  was  6,211. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Town  Hall  was 
4,729. 

Death  Enquiry  Visits. — During  the  year  146  special  visits 
were  made  to  make  some  enquiries  as  to  the  deaths  of  infants. 

Help  Given  to  Parents  and  Infants. — The  amount  expended 
in  supplying  food  and  other  necessaries  to  lying-in  mothers  and  to 
babies  was  £85  18s.  lid. 
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The  number  of  mothers  and  babies  supplied  with  nourishment, 


etc.,  is  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury  Area 

Mothers. 

• • • 8 1 • • • 

Babies. 

131 

Ravensthorpe  Area... 

...  30 

49 

Soothills  ,, 

...  24 

42 

Thornhill  ,,  ... 

• • • 1 8 • • • 

36 

153 

258 

Dewsbury  Day  Nursery. — This  institution  was  established 
by  private  enterprise  in  1913,  and  is  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care 
of  infants  and  young  children  under  four  years  of  age  whilst  their 
mothers  are  at  work.  Unless  a mother  can  show  some  valid  reason 
why  she  should  go  out  to  work  her  child  is  not  admitted. 

There  is  accommodation  for  twenty  children,  but  the  numbers 
attending  are  disappointing.  I am  still  convinced  that  such  an 
Institution  should  be  considered  necessary,  but  it  seems  many 
mothers  prefer  to  pay  a neighbour  more  to  look  after  their  children, 
which  is  often  very  indifferently  done,  than  they  would  be  charged 
at  the  Nursery,  where  they  are  well  looked  after  and  well  fed. 

Only  34  children  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  the 
attendances  being  768  whole  and  121  half  days.  Dr.  Eitton  is  the 
honorary  medical  officer ; he  now  visits  the  Institution  once  a week 
and  specially  at  any  time  when  requested.  I frequently  call  myself 
when  passing. 

The  Board  of  Education  now  make  grants  towards  the  upkeep 
of  Day  Nurseries,  therefore  the  Dewsbury  Committee  have  applied 
for  and  received  some  financial  aid.  The  Nursery  was  visited 
by  one  of  the  Board’s  Medical  Inspectors  before  the  grant  was 
sanctioned. 


Administration  of  Midwives’  Act,  1902. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  Midwives  who  intend  to  practice  in  an  area 
during  any  year  to  notify  the  Administrative  Authority  during 
the  month  of  January.  Several  practicing  Midwives  forgot  to 
comply  with  this  regulation,  they  were  therefore  written  to  and 
all  complied  save  one.  Including  the  late  ones,  fourteen  notified 
their  intention  to  practice,  and  one  of  them  was  an  addition  to  the 
former  year’s  list. 
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Of  the  fourteen,  two  were  non-residents ; the  twelve  residents 
resided  in  the  different  districts  as  follows  : — 

Dewsbury  Old  Borough  ...  7 

Ravensthorpe...  ...  ...  2 

Soothills  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thornhill  ...  ...  ...  2 

During  the  year  one  of  the  Old  Borough  Midwives  removed 
to  Ravensthorpe  and  subsequently  back  again  to  Dewsbury.  These 
changes  of  address  were  duly  notified  by  me  to  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board. 

There  has  been  considerable  changes  in  the  Midwives’  personnel. 
Three  have  resigned  during  the  year  and  two  have  been  crossed  off 
the  Register  by  the  Board.  Two  of  the  resignations  were  due  to 
ill  health  and  old  age.  One  of  these  was  very  unsatisfactory  and 
her  resignation  was  opportune.  With  respect  to  the  two  crossed  off 
the  register,  the  Health  Committee,  after  receiving  and  considering 
reports  made  respecting  the  way  they  carried  out  their  duties,  and 
neglected  others,  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  to  the  Central 
Board.  This  was  done  in  due  course  and  the  Board,  after  due 
consideration,  decided  to  remove  their  names  from  the  Roll  of 
Midwives  and  to  cancel  their  certificates.  One  of  the  said  two 
did  not  notify  in  January  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  of  her 
intention  to  practice. 

A complaint  made  by  a resident  against  another  Midwife  was 
duly  investigated  by  the  Local  Authority,  who  decided  that  a primd 
facie  case  had  not  been  established. 

None  of  the  five  mentioned  Midwives  were  originally  certified 
by  examination. 

Three  Midwives  have  passed  the  examination  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board. 

Midwives  have  been  interviewed  several  times  during  the  year, 
with  the  exception  of  one.  This  particular  Midwife  generally  acts 
as  Nurse  and  not  as  Midwife  and  is  often  away  from  home.  I have 
called  at  her  house  about  twenty  times  and  not  found  her  in. 

There  is  a general  all  round  improvement  in  the  way  Midwives 
conform  to  rules  and  regulations.  Three  of  them  are  still  a little 
uncertain  with  the  thermometer  and  pulse  taking,  but  are  acquiring 
a better  understanding. 
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Under  Rule  22  of  the  Board  I have  received  the  following 
Notifications  : — 

(a)  Sending  for  Medical  Help  ...  43 

(b)  Notification  of  Death  ...  2 

(c)  Notification  of  Still-birth  ...  12 

Lectures  to  Midwives. — During  the  year  I have  given  nine 
simple  lectures  to  midwives,  and  at  the  end  of  each  they  have 
asked  questions  upon  anything  they  have  been  uncertain.  Ten 
have  attended,  two  of  them  very  well  indeed  and  the  others  fairly. 
The  scope  has  been  elementary  and  chiefly  intended  for  those  who 
have  never  had  the  opportunities  of  attending  recognised  courses  of 
instruction.  I went  over  the  rules  of  the  Board  several  times, 
explaining  under  what  circumstances  they  must  send  notifications 
to  the  fjocal  Authority.  Teaching  them  how  to  read  the  clinical 
thermometer  and  record  the  temperature  required  time  and  patience. 
I subsequently  dealt  with  Antiseptics  and  their  uses ; the  need  for 
cleanliness ; the  preparation  of  the  patient  and  the  conduction  of  a 
simple  normal  labour  and  puerperium ; abnormal  puerperium ; 
puerperal  fever ; and  so  on.  I intend  to  continue  the  classes  during 
this  year. 


75 


Section  VIII. — Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 

As  stated  in  Section  I.,  the  population  of  the  whole  Borough 
was  estimated  to  be,  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1914,  54,082. 

The  population  for  each  district  was  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury  Old  Borough  ...  ...  27,684 

Ravensthorpe  ...  ...  ...  6,611 

Soothills  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,132 

Thornhill  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,655 


54,082 

Upon  the  above  figures  will  the  various  rates  be  calculated. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  was  1,303,  an  increase  of  38  over  the  previous  year. 
Twelve  of  the  infants’  mothers  were  non-residents  of  the  Borough, 
but  came  into  Dewsbury  for  their  confinements.  Two  residents 
gave  birth  to  children  whilst  they  were  away  from  the  district, 
therefore,  to  arrive  at  the  net  births  belonging  to  Dewsbury,  twelve 
must  be  substracted  from  and  two  added  to  the  number  of  births 
registered.  The  net  births  amounted  to  1,293,  which  is  equal  to  a 
birth-rate  of  23’9  per  1,000  persons  living. 

According  to  the  returns  received  from  the  four  Registrars,  the 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  net  births  from  each  district 
for  each  month  of  the  year,  and  also  the  birth-rate  per  1,000  living 
for  the  year  for  each  district  : — 


Dewsbury. 

Rav’nsthorpe 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

MONTH. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

January 

28 

29 

57 

11 

11 

22 

11 

6 

17 

15 

13 

28 

65 

59 

124 

February 

24 

26 

50 

5 

8 

13 

8 

4 

12 

11 

13 

24 

48 

51 

99 

March  

33 

29 

62 

12 

9 

21 

4 

2 

6 

10 

12 

22 

59 

52 

111 

April  

33 

29 

62 

7 

7 

14 

8 

8 

16 

13 

10 

23 

61 

54 

115 

May 

32 

35 

67 

2 

11 

13 

11 

6 

17 

12 

11 

23 

57 

63 

120 

June  

28 

35 

63 

8 

3 

11 

10 

7 

17 

12 

7 

19 

58 

52 

110 

July  

19 

23 

42 

7 

4 

11 

9 

12 

21 

13 

7 

20 

48 

46 

94 

August 

28 

29 

57 

10 

5 

15 

9 

6 

15 

14 

12 

26 

61 

52 

113 

September 

31 

24 

55 

6 

5 

11 

7 

6 

13 

12 

11 

23 

56 

46 

102 

October 

36 

27 

63 

10 

3 

13 

5 

6 

11 

13 

12 

25 

64 

48 

112 

November 

22 

28 

50 

5 

5 

10 

13 

7 

20 

14 

12 

26 

54 

52 

106 

December 

23 

31 

54 

3 

3 

6 

10 

4 

14 

9 

4 

13 

45 

42 

87 

Total 

337 

345 

682 

86 

74 

160 

105 

74 

179 

148 

124 

272 

676 

617 

1293 

Birth-rate  per 
1,000  living 

24-6 

24-2 

22-0 

23-3 

23.9 

76 


Compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  was  a small  incaease 
in  the  Birth-rate.  The  Old  Borough  of  Dewsbury  and  Thornhill 
showed  satisfactory  increases,  more  especially  the  latter,  whereas 
the  Soothills  and  Ravensthorpe  showed  decreases,  especially  the 
former. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  four  areas  for  the  past  five  years  is  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Dewsbury 

21-17 

21-6 

22-76 

23-9 

24-6 

Ravensthorpe  ... 

18-08 

20-5 

22-75 

25-5 

24-2 

Soothills 

18-53 

24-14 

20-8 

24-2 

22-0 

Thornhill 

22-01 

20-9 

22-2 

20-36 

23*3 

The  birth-rate  (23  9 per  1000  living)  is  slightly  in  excess  of 
that  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  (23  6 per  1000  living), 
though  less  than  that  for  the  97  great  towns.  The  rate  for  the 
Old  Borough  only  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  years. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  is  the  excess  of  net 
births  over  the  net  deaths.  The  following  shows  the  natural 
increase  in  the  several  areas  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Dewsbury 

77 

102 

132 

154 

198 

Ravensthorpe 

34 

23 

50 

46 

60 

Soothills 

14 

52 

71 

69 

66 

Thornhill 

90 

49 

118 

85 

109 

Total 

215 

226 

371 

354 

433 

Illegitimate  Births. — Thirty-five  illegitimate  males  and 
thirty-one  illegitimate  females  were  born  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  four  males  and  five  females  were  of  non-resident 
mothers  who  came  to  be  confined  in  the  district.  Two  illegitimates 
were  born  outside  the  Borough.  The  total  number  therefore 
belonging  to  Dewsbury  is  fifty-nine. 

The  inward  and  outward  transfers  are  received  from  the 
Registrar  General  at  the  end  of  each  year,  but  the  sub-districts  of 
the  Borough  to  which  the  inward  transfers  are  not  stated,  therefore 
the  total  numbers  for  the  separate  districts  cannot  be  accurately 
stated  here. 

The  ratio  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  births  for  the  whole  of 
the  Borough  in  1910  was  49  09;  in  1911,  45  6;  in  1912,  46'7 ; in 
1913,  40*4;  and  in  1914,  45-6. 
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Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  with  the  four 
Registrars  as  having  taken  place  in  the  whole  of  Dewsbury  during 
1914  is  936 — 492  males  and  444  females.  To  arrive  at  the  number 
of  “ net  deaths  ” and  also  the  death-rate  of  the  Borough,  the  number 
of  deaths  of  Dewsbury  “ residents  ” occurring  outside  the  district 
must  be  added,  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  “ non-residents  ” 
occurring  in  the  Borough  must  be  subtracted. 


Dewsbury  C.B.  Calculation  of  net  total  deaths  belonging  to 
the  district,  1914. 


Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

Total  Deaths  registered  in  district 

492 

444 

936 

Add  Deaths  of  “ residents  ” of  Dews- 

bury  occurring  outside  the  district... 

23 

27 

50 

515 

471 

986 

Subtract  Deaths  of  “ non-residents  ” 

occurring  within  the  district 

78 

48 

126 

Net  total  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
district 

437 

423 

860 

The  number  of  net  deaths  and  the  percentage  of  total  deaths 
occurring  during  each  month  of  the  year,  and  each  quarter  for  the 
whole  Borough,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


1914. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Percentage 
of  Total 
Deaths. 

Persons. 

Male. 

Female. 

Percentage 
of  Total 
Deaths. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

January  ... 

• • • 

84 

38 

46 

9 7 

February... 

« . 

66 

38 

28 

77 

March 

• • • 

73 

38 

35 

8-5 

1st  Quarter 

• • • 

223 

114 

109 

25-9 

April 

• • • 

77 

40 

37 

8 9 

May 

• • 

77 

34 

43 

8 9 

June 

• • . 

62 

28 

34 

7-2 

2nd  Quarter 

216 

102 

114 

25T 

July 

51 

29 

22 

59 

August 

• • • 

75 

43 

32 

8-7 

September 

• • • 

64 

32 

32 

7-4 

3rd  Quarter 

• • • 

190 

104 

86 

22-1 

October  ... 

• • • 

72 

35 

37 

8-4 

November 

• • • 

77 

36 

41 

8-9 

December 

• • • 

82 

46 

36 

9-5 

4th  Quarter 

• ■ • 

231 

117 

114 

26-9 

Total  1914 

860 

437 

423 

860 

437 

423 

78 


Death  Rate. — The  mean  population  for  the  year  being 
estimated  to  have  been  54,082  persons,  and  the  net  total  deaths 
from  all  causes  belonging  to  the  whole  district  being  860,  the 
general  death-rate  for  the  year  was  15-9  per  1,000  living. 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  following  table  of  death- 
rates  of  the  rest  of  the  country  is  given. 


Annual  Death  Kate  per  1,000  living  from  all  causes. 


Average. 
10  years. 
1891  -1900. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

England  and  Wales 

18-2 

16-9 

16-2 

15-4 

16-2 

15  2 

15-4 

15-9 

14-7 

14-5 

13-4 

14-6 

13-3 

13-7 

13-9 

Great  Towns 

18-5 

17-3 

17-2 

15-7 

16-0 

15-4 

14  9 

14-7 

13-4 

15-5 

13-8 

14  3 

14-6 

Smaller  Towns  . . 

15-6 

14  4 

14-4 

14-5 

14-0 

13-9 

12-4 

18-8 

12-4 

12-8 

12-8 

England  and  Wales 

less  the  Towns 

15-3 

14-9 

15-0 

14-7 

14-7 

14-5 

13-6 

13-9 

12-9 

13-1 

13-3 

Dewsbury 

21-9 

201 

18T 

19-0 

20-72 

19-09 

18-23 

18-14 

19-0 

18-87 

16-5 

17-4 

15-4 

16-8 

15-9 

The  crude  death-rates  for  the  several  areas  of  the  Borough 
during  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913  and  1914,  calculated  according  to 
their  estimated  populations,  were  : — 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Dewsbury  Old  Borough  .. 

18  2 

179 

18-0 

18-03 

17-5 

Ravensthorpe  . 

13-4 

16-8 

150 

18-3 

151 

Soothills 

16-6 

16-5 

119 

156 

14-0 

Thornhill 

13-8 

17-1 

11*9 

13-0 

13-9 

Net  Deaths  for  each  Locality  were  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury  ... 
Ravensthorpe 
Soothills 
Thornhill  ... 


484  net  deaths. 


100 

113 

163 


} ) 
> > 
> > 


The  calculation  is  made  in  the  following  way  : — 

Take  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  locality. 


Add  (1)  The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  of  this  locality 
who  died  in  another  locality  of  the  Borough. 


(2)  The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  of  this  locality 
who  died  outside  the  Borough. 

Subtract  (1)  The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  of  other 
localities  of  the  Borough  which  took  place 
in  the  locality. 

(2)  The  number  of  deaths  of  non-residents  of 
the  Borough  taking  place  in  the  locailty. 


The  following  table  worked  out  on  the  above  lines  gives  the  net  deaths  from  each  of  the  four  sub-registration 

districts  of  the  Borough. 
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The  death-rates  for  the  whole  country  and  for  the  large  towns 
was  very  slightly  higher  in  1914  than  in  the  previous  year  ; that  for 
the  Borough  of  Dewsbury  was  less  than  for  1913.  The  rate  for 
Thornhill  was  a little  higher,  but  for  the  other  districts  the  rates 
were  lower  than  in  1913. 

The  last  and  first  quarters  of  the  year  were  worse  than  the 
second  and  fourth  quarters,  the  fourth  quarter  had  the  lowest  rate. 
The  worst  months  were  January  and  December,  the  best  were  July, 
June  and  September. 

Compared  with  the  year  1913,  there  was,  during  1914,  an 
increase  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  of  lungs,  heart  diseases,  and 
accidents,  a decrease  in  cancer  deaths,  old  age  and  kidney  diseases. 

Deaths  of  Non-Residents  of  the  Borough. — The  number 
of  non-residents  who  died  in  the  Borough  was  126  (78  males  and 
48  females).  With  the  exception  of  eight,  all  died  in  public 
institutions.  Of  the  eight,  three  died  in  private  houses,  three  were 
found  drowned,  and  two  died  in  the  open. 

The  following  table  shows  the  places  of  residence  of  the 
non-residents  : — 


District. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Batley 

27 

14 

41 

Morley 

12 

4 

16 

Liversedge 

5 

9 

14 

Heckmondwike 

16 

7 

23 

Ossett 

6 

5 

11 

Mirfield 

— 

1 

1 

Gomersal  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Birkenshaw 

— 

3 

3 

Birstall 

3 

1 

4 

Horbury 

1 

— 

1 

Cleckheaton 

1 

— 

1 

Wakefield  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Adwalton  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Brighouse  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Leeds 

1 

— 

1 

Scarborough 

1 

— 

1 

Northumberland 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

78 

48 

126 

81 


The  chief  causes  of  deaths  of  non-residents  were  : — 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  ...  ...  19 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Rheumatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pernicious  Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Old  Age  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Meningitis  (Non-Tubercular)  ...  ...  1 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Nervous  Diseases  ...  ...  1 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Apoplexy  ...  16 

Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  3 

Peritonitis  and  Appendicitis  ...  ...  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ...  ...  6 

Other  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ...  4 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Suicides  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


126 


Deaths  of  Residents  outside  the  Borough. — The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  dying  outside  the 
Borough  allotted  to  each  locality,  and  the  place  of  death  : — 


Dewsbury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A. — In  Public  Institutions: 

Leeds  Infirmary 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Belmont  Nursing  Home,  Leeds 

1 

1 

Bradford  Royal  Infirmary 

2 

2 

Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary 

1 

1 

Doncaster  Royal  Infirmary 

1 

1 

Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary 

1 

1 

Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Gillingham  ... 

1 

1 

Mai  tings  Farm  Sanatorium,  Nayland 

1 

1 

Storthes  Hall  Asylum 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Wakefield  Asylum 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Powick  Asylum 

1 

1 

H.M.  Prison,  Wakefield  ... 

1 

1 

B. — Other  than  Public  Institutions: 

Mirfield 

2 

1 

3 

Blackpool 

1 

1 

2 

Pontefract 

1 

1 

Ossett 

1 

1 

Leeds 

1 

1 

York 

1 

1 

Hemsworth 

1 

1 

Scarborough  ... 

2 

2 

Bradford 

1 

1 

Whitley  Bay  ... 

1 

1 

Wetherby 

1 

1 

Wakefield 

1 

1 

14 

16 

2 

3 

6 

4 

i 

4 

1 50 

82 


Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  1914. — The  total  number 
of  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  within  the  district  was  220.  Of 
these  142  were  males  and  78  were  females. 


Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  within  the  district,  1914  : — 


Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Residents 

102 

68 

34 

Non-Residents 

118 

74 

44 

Totals 

220 

142 

78 

The  following  table  shows  the  Public  Institutions  in  the 
Borough  in  which  deaths  occurred  : — 


Institution. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Residents. 

Non- 

Residents. 

Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse 

155 

63 

92 

Dewsbury  General  Infirmary 

56 

34 

22 

Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board 

9 

5 

4 

Uncertified  Deaths  and  Inquests. — There  were  936  total 
deaths  registered  with  the  four  Registrars  during  the  year.  In  848 
cases  the  deaths  were  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners ; 
in  88  cases  inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  and  certificates  given 
by  him. 

In  the  sub-registration  district  of 

Dewsbury  ...  ...  there  were  64  inquests. 

Mirfield  (Ravensthorpe)  ,,  ,,  7 ,, 

Soothill ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  3 ,, 

Thornhill  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  14  ,, 


Tabulation  of  the  Causes  of  Deaths  and  the  Ages  at  Death. 


Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions. 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

Non- 

Rosid'ts 

Resid’ts 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Smallpox 

Chickenpox 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

l 

1 

1 

3 

i 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

Measles 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Epidemic  and  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  . . 

8 

10 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

4 

2 

Anthrax.. 

Syphilis . . 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

2 

1 

Septicaemia 

1 

?, 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

2 

1 

2 

13 

6 

9 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

5 

6 

6 

1 

Cancer  . . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Rheumatism 

Diabetes 

Lead  Poisoning  . . 

Leucocythaemia  . . 

1 

1 

Pernicious  Antemia 

Premature  Birth  . . 

Rickets  . . 

12 

13 

1 

Developmental  Diseases  & Congenital  Defects 

3 

2 

1 

Want  of  Breast  Milk 

Want  of  Assistance  at  Birth 

Malnutrition  Marasmus  . . 

5 

2 

Debility  and  Inanition 

6 

9 

11 

6 

3 

5 

Old  Age 

Insanity.. 

Softening  of  Brain 

G.  P.  I.  . . 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (Non-Tubercular) 

Cerebral  Tumour 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Epilepsy 

Laryngitis 

1 

Paraplegia  and  Hemiplegia 

Peripheral  Neuritis 

Convulsions 

4 

4 

2 1 

1 

1 

Other  Nervous  Diseases  .. 

5 

6 

6 

4 

Valvular  Disease  of  Heart 

Pericarditis 

1 

Dilatation  of  Heart 

1 

Fatty  Degeneration  of  Heart 

1 

1 

Syncope  and  Heart  Disease 

1 

4 

4 

2 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

Arterio  sclerosis  . . 

4 

4 

4 

2 

Apoplexy 

Acute  Bronchitis  . . 

5 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

3 1 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

C 

10 

6 

2 

2 1 

2 

1 

Pneumonia  Undefined 

Pleurisy 

Empyema 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Diseases  of  Stomach 

Diseases  of  Gall  Bladder  . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

1 

1 

4 

Peritonitis  and  Appendicitis 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  . . 

Myxcedema 

1 

4 

2 

5 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright's  Disease 

4 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  . . 
Affections  of  Female  Genital  Organs 
Accidents,  etc.,  of  Parturition 

Abscess  of  Brain 

10 

4 

7 

Accidents  or  Negligence  .. 

1 

1 
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Suicides  . . . . 

Found  Dead 

Suffocation 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

2 

1 

Tetanus  Neonatorum 

Murder.. 

Ill-defined  Causes 

1 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

1 

2 

1 

2 
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Infantile  Mortality. — During  the  year  1914  there  were  147 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  old  in  the  Borough  of  Dewsbury, 
this  being  equal  to  an  infantile  mortality  of  113.7  per  1,000  births. 

The  distribution  of  deaths  amongst  the  four  sub-registration 
district  was  as  follows  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  births 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

for  each  district, 

Dewsbury 

...  38 

49 

87 

127-6 

Bavensthorpe 

...  9 

12 

21 

131-3 

Soothills 

...  10 

5 

15 

83-8 

Thornhill 

...  14 

10 

24 

88-2 

71 

76 

147 

113-7 

The  infantile  deaths  were  distributed  amongst  the  various 
months  of  the  year  as  follows  : — 


Dewsbury. 

Ravensthorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

January 

3 

6 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

12 

February 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

March 

3 

2 

5 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

7 

11 

1st  Quarter 

8 

10 

18 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

12 

17 

29 

April 

3 

7 

10 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

6 

10 

16 

May... 

6 

4 

10 

1 

1 

6 

5 

11 

June 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

6 

4 

10 

2nd  Quarter  ... 

11 

13 

24 

3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

18 

19 

37 

July... 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 1 

3 

3 

5 

4 

9 

August 

6 

5 

11 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

9 

21 

September 

4 

6 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

9 

15 

3rd  Quarter  ... 

12 

14 

26 

5 

4 

9 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

8 

23 

22 

45 

October 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

J 

1 

3 

4 

7 

November 

5 

6 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

7 

11 

18 

December 

2 

3 

5 

3 

3 

3 

3 

8 

3 

11 

4th  Quarter  ... 

7 

12 

19 

2 

2 

6 

2 

8 

5 

2 

7 

18 

18 

36 

Totals 

38 

49 

87 

9 

12 

21 

10 

5 

15 

14 

10 

24 

71 

76 

147 

85 


The  following  table  shows  the  infantile  mortality  in  Dewsbury 
and  other  parts  of  the  country  for  the  past  fourteen  years  : — 


Number  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  to  1,000  Births. 


Average 

10  years, 
1891-1900. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

England  and 

Wales 

154 

151 

133 

132 

146 

128 

133 

118 

121 

109 

106 

130 

95 

109 

105 

West  Riding... 

164 

168 

138 

111 

Great  Towns.. 

145 

160 

140 

146 

127 

128 

118 

115 

140 

101 

116 

113 

Smaller  Towns 

144 

154 

132 

138 

122 

124 

111 

104 

133 

99 

112 

104 

England  and 

Wales  less 

the  Towns... 

125 

113 

115 

106 

110 

98 

96 

118 

86 

96 

93 

Dewsbury  . . 

190-5 

177 

135 

177 

165 

189 

170 

153 

165 

153 

147 

154 

102-5 

131-6 

1137 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  periods  of  Infantile  deaths 
in  each  district  and  the  total  number  of  Infantile  deaths  from  the 
various  causes : — 
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There  was  a satisfactory  decline  in  the  Infantile  mortality  rate 
for  the  year.  Although  the  rate  is  higher  than  that  for  the  whole 
of  the  country,  it  is  practically  the  same  as  that  for  the  Great 
Towns.  There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  Bavensthorpe  rate, 
and  an  appreciable  decrease  in  the  other  districts,  in  fact  their  rates 
are  lower  than  they  have  been  for  many  years,  with  the  exception 
of  1912. 

There  were  more  deaths  during  the  third  quarter  and  in  the 
month  of  August  than  at  any  other  period.  The  first  quarter  and 
the  month  of  February  showed  the  best  records. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  were — 


Premature  Birth 

...  25 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 

...  21 

Bronchitis 

...  11 

Pneumonia 

...  19 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

...  28 

If  to  the  first  causes  we  add  Atelectasis  and  Congenital 
Malformations  we  get  a total  of  54,  viz.,  36  per  cent.  This  is  about 
the  same  as  for  the  previous  year,  and,  as  I have  often  pointed  out, 
is  the  chief  cause  of  Infantile  Mortality ; in  fact,  these  children 
have  very  little  chance  of  long  surviving  their  birth.  Acute 
respiratory  diseases  caused  40  deaths,  viz.,  27  per  cent.  ; these  were 
fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year,  which  is  unusual. 
Diarrhoeal  diseases  (28)  accounted  for  19  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  ; the  majority  occurred  in  August  and  September. 

Fifty-three  infants  did  not  reach  the  age  of  one  month,  and  of 
these  45  died  from  premature  birth,  debility  and  congenital 
conditions. 

A child  weakly  at  birth  has  very  little  chance  of  living.  One 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  were  in  poor  condition  at  birth,  and  of 
these  seventy-nine,  or  44  per  cent.,  are  dead. 


Children  weakly  born  whose  mothers  go  out  to  work,  as  one 
would  expect,  have  less  chance  of  living  than  if  the  mothers  stayed 
at  home,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  : — 


Children  weakly  born 
(178) 


Mothers  working  (84) 

Mothers  not  working  (94)  33 


Children. 
Dead.  Living. 

46  ...  38 


61 


The  above  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  is  554  and  351 
respectively. 
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If  one  disregards  entirely  the  weakly  born  children  and  con- 
siders only  those  robust  at  birth  we  find  the  infantile  mortality 
is  much  higher  amongst  working  mothers’  babies  than  non-working 
mothers’  babies  (though  both  are  low),  the  percentages  being  3 and 
*5,  or  30  and  5 per  1,000  births  respectively. 

I believe,  and  have  done  for  years,  that  the  chief  cause  of 
infantile  deaths  are  those  just  stated  (viz..  Inherent  Debility,  etc.), 
but  there  are  other  factors  which  tend  to  increase  this  death  rate, 
viz.,  want  of  breast  feeding,  housing  conditions,  and  putting  out  to 
nurse. 

If  one  entirely  disregards  those  infants  who  have  died  under  a 
week  and  have  practically  not  been  fed,  we  find  that  during  the  past 
year,  out  of  the  remaining,  approximately  5 per  cent,  of  those 
breast-fed  are  dead  and  10  per  cent,  of  those  not  breast-fed. 

Again,  of  all  children  born  during  the  year  10  3 per  cent,  of 
those  born  in  back-to-back  houses  have  died,  whereas  66  per  cent, 
of  those  born  in  through  houses  are  dead. 

The  great  question  is,  why  are  these  weakly-born  children  so 
born  (?).  The  most  likely  answer  is  : Because  of  some  delicacy  or 
disease  derived  from  the  mother  or  father,  or  of  some  circumstance 
or  condition  that  has  caused  premature  labour.  As  far  as  our 
investigations  during  the  year  go,  we  find  that  out  of  178  weakly- 
born  infants  exactly  half  were  children  of  each  class  of  mother 
(viz.,  working  and  non-working),  but  out  of  48  of  these  which  were 
prematurely  born,  31  were  children  of  working  mothers  and  17  of 
non-working  mothers. 

Probably  more  weakly  and  prematurely  born  infants  might  be 
reared  if  they  could  receive  highly  skilled  treatment,  but  this  would 
mean  removal  from  home  to  special  institutions  where  “incubators” 
and  constant  skilled  supervision  night  and  day  would  be  available 
for  a period  of  say  three  months.  Of  course  in  many  cases  mothers 
would  not  part  with  their  infants,  even  for  a few  months,  but  some 
would  gladly  do  so — the  last  few  words  may  be  read  in  two  ways 
and  both  correctly. 

Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. — 
Under  this  heading  are  included  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  membranous  croup,  measles,  whooping  cough,  enteric  fever  and 
epidemic  diarrhoea.  There  were  66  deaths,  which  is  equal  to  a rate 
of  1*2  per  1,000  living.  More  than  half  the  deaths  were  caused  by 
diarrhoea,  viz.,  40  deaths  ; then  came  measles  with  9 deaths  and 
whooping  cough  with  7. 
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The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  from  each  of  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  together  with  the  month  in  which 


they  occurred,  is  shown  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  living. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Totals. 

Small-pox 

• • 

0-02 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • 

0-04 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup 

0-09 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Measles 

• • 

0-16 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

• . 

0-13 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

Epidemic  Diarrhoeal 

Diseases  . . 

• • 

0-74 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

2 

9 

13 

2 

2 

40 

Enteric  Fever 

• • 

0-04 

2 

2 

Totals 

• • 

1*2 

6 

1 

2 

3 

7 

8 

4 

13 

14 

2 

5 

1 

66 

The  deaths  from  the  Epidemic  Diseases  were  distributed 
amongst  the  four  areas  as  follows  : — 


Dews- 

bury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills 

Thorn- 

hill. 

Total. 

Small-pox 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

5 

Croup 

2 

1 

2 

9 

Measles  ... 

6 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

1 

1 

1 

40 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea 

27 

9 

2 

2 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

Totals  ... 

40 

13 

5 

8 

66 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ... 

T4 

1-9 

•6 

•69 

1-2 

Deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases. — The  following  table 
gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  Consumption  and  other  Tubercular 
Diseases  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  1914  and  in  the  separate 
areas  : — 


Dews- 

Ravens- 

Soothills. 

Thornhill 

Totals. 

bury. 

thorpe. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

M 

F 

Tl. 

Consumption 

20 

16 

36 

1 

3 

4 

5 

3 

8 

10 

3 

13 

36 

25 

61 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.. 

2 

7 

9 

2 

... 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

7 

9 

16 

Totals 

22 

23 

45 

3 

3 

6 

8 

3 

11 

10 

5 

15 

43 

34 

77 

Rate  per  1,000  living 

1-6 

•9 

1*3 

' 

J 

.*2< 

3 

1-4 
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Age  periods  of  deaths  from  “ Consumption,”  1914,  were  : — 


Ravens- 

Dewsbury. 

thorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

0-5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20-25 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

9 

25-35 

4 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

5 

11 

35-45 

6 

6 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

7 

16 

45-55 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

7 

3 

10 

55  65 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

7 

65-75 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Over  75 

20 

16 

36 

1 

3 

4 

5 

3 

8 

10 

3 

13 

36 

25 

61 

Rate  per  1,000 

living 

1-3 

•6 

•98 

11 

113 

Age  periods  of  deaths  from  “ Other  Tubercular  Diseases,” 
1914:  — 


Dewsbury. 

Ravens- 

thorpe. 

Soothills. 

Thornhill. 

Totals. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total. 

0-5 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

5-10 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Over  75 

2 

7 

9 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

7 

9 

16 

Death  Rates  from  Tubercular  Diseases  during  1914. — 
The  various  rates  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs... 
Other  Tubercular  diseases 


T4  per  1,000  living. 
1-13 
•29 


) ) 


1 ) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  various  Tubercular  Death  Ra.tes 
for  the  past  five  years  in  the  separate  areas  and  in  the  whole 
Borough  : — 


1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

•08 

1T8 

0-9 

1-37 

1-3 

DEWSBURY.. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

*5 

•54 

•57 

•36 

•3 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

1-3 

17 

1*5 

1-7 

1-6 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

IT 

1-2 

•47 

•47 

•6 

RAVENSTHORPE.. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

T6 

T5 

•31 

T5 

•3 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

1-2 

1-4 

•78 

•8 

•9 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

T3 

IT 

•75 

•62 

•98 

SOOTHILLS.. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

•7 

•6 

•25 

•24 

•36 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

•8 

1-7 

1-0 

•8 

1-3 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

*9 

•7 

•7 

•78 

IT 

THORNHILL 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

•27 

•35 

•44 

— 

T7 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

1T7 

1-5 

1T4 

•78 

1-29 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

0-8 

1-08 

0-8 

1-02 

1T3 

WHOLE  BOROUGH 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

OT 

•5 

•46 

•24 

•29 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

1-2 

1-55 

1-26 

1-26 

1-4 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  for  the  whole 
Borough  during  1914  was  the  highest  since  amalgamation  in  1910  ; 
that  for  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  a little  higher  than  in  the 
previous  years.  The  rate  for  the  Old  Borough  for  Lung  Tuber- 
culosis was  slightly  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  but  there  was  a 
general  increase  in  the  added  areas.  As  usual,  the  deaths  from 
“ Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs”  occurred  chiefly  during  the  working 
years  of  life,  whereas  the  deaths  from  “ Other  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis ” occurred  chiefly  in  young  children. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  occupation  of  those  dying  from 
Tubercular  diseases  : — 


Occupation. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Housewives 

• • • 

12 

Factory  Workers 

6 

7 

Miner  ... 

4 

Glass  Bottle  Maker 

3 

Mechanic 

... 

i 

Joiner  ... 

1 

Painter 

1 

Mason... 

3 

Dressmaker 

... 

1 

• • • 

Pianist... 

1 

Warehousemen  ... 

2 

Bug  Maker 

• • • 

i 

Bag  Sorter 

, . , 

1 

l 

Sugar  Boiler 

1 

Clerk  ... 

1 

Timekeeper 

1 

Labourer 

6 

Teamer 

1 

Scholars 

1 

l 

l 

No  Occupation  ... 

4 

4 

5 

6 

36 

25 

7 

9 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  of  houses  in  which  deaths 
occurred,  or  in  cases  where  the  deaths  occurred  in  public  institutions 
the  type  of  houses  from  which  they  were  removed  : — 


Pulmonary 

Cases. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Cases. 

All  Forms. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Houses  with  through 

ventilation 

13 

9 

22 

1 

3 

4 

14 

12 

26 

Houses  without 

through  ventilation 

19 

16 

35 

6 

6 

12 

25 

22 

47 

Note. — The  four  deaths  not  included  in  the  above  table  occurred  in  Institutions, 
and  their  original  addresses  are  not  known. 


Cancer. — There  was  a decided  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  malignant  disease  during  1914,  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  the  figures  being  54  against  78. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  from  malignant  disease  in  each  area,  and  also 

the  parts  of  the  body  affected  : — 
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All  forms  of  Malignant 
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Dewsbury  ... 
Ravensthorpe 
Soothills 

Thornhill  ... 

Dewsbury  ... 
Ravensthorpe 
Soothills 

Thornhill  ... 

•sauyj^ 

•s  anyway 

TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914  and  previous  years.  Dewsbury  C.B. 


Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

00 

© 

be 

<1 

Rate. 

13 

1887 

16- 5 

17- 4 

15- 4 

16- 8 

15-9 

cc 

< 

Number. 

12 

509 

846 

932 

828 

907 

860 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Nett 
Births. 

11 

153- 8 

147-12 

154- 3 

102-5 

131-3 

cb 

rH 

Number. 

10 

86 

156 

179 

123 

166 

147 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

9 

14 

16 

39 

35 

37 

50 

of  Non- 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

8 

Ob  d co  co  co 

Ob  00  O rH  o 

r— t rH  r-H 

126 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District. 

Rate. 

7 

d CO 

O CO  !>•  Ob  O 

d l-  cb  cb  cb 

d rH  rH  i-H  rH 

173 

Number. 

6 

594 

912 

999 

906 

973 

936 

Births. 

Nett. 

Rate. 

5 

d rH  lO 

t>  O t>  05  Tti 

O O rH  cq  cb 

d d d d d 

23*9 

Number. 

4 

' 

1160 

1199 

1261 

1293 

Un- 

corrected 

Number. 

3 

599 

1061 

1169 

1209 

1265 

1303 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

2 

26967 

51224 

53411 

53630 

53856 

54082 

Year. 

1 

1909  ... 

1910  ... 

1911  ... 

1912  ... 

1913  ... 

** 

CT> 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1 Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  53,351  At  Census, 

(land  and  inland  >6,720.  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  ...  13,280]  1911. 

water)  J 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1914.  Dewsbury  C.B. 


Isolation  Hospitals , Sanatoria , &c.— 

Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Isolation  Hospital,  Soothill  Nether,  Dewsbury. 

Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Smallpox  Hospital,  Ossett. 

Dean  Head  Sanatorium,  Horsforth ; Morton  Banks  Sanatorium,  Keighley ; Dewsbury  Insurance  Committee. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 

Dewsbury  C.B. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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lO 

cn 

45  and  under  ^ ^ 

65  years.  ~ M 

65  and  up-  S' 

wards. 

Total  deaths  whether  of 

“Residents"  or  “Non- 

Residents"  in  Institu- 

tions in  the  District. 

All  causes  ■ 

Certified 

Uncertified . . 

8G0 

147 

37 

33 

18 

39 

113 

240 

233 

228 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Smallpox 

• • • • • • 

1 

1 

Measles 

• • • • • • 

9 

2 

6 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

5 

1 

l 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

5 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Influenza 

• • • • • • 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Erysipelas 

, , • • • • 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  . . 

61 

2 

3 

10 

27 

17 

2 

30 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

10 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

6 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

54 

1 

8 

28 

17 

18 

Rheumatic  Fever 

9 

3 

1 

5 

3 

Meningitis 

• • • • • • 

8 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . . 

99 

1 

1 

11 

50 

36 

25 

Bronchitis 

• • * « • « 

60 

12 

4 

2 

19 

22 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

87 

18 

9 

10 

4 

2 

10 

22 

12 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 

43 

28 

6 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

8 

1 

4 

2 

1 

5 

Cirrhosis  of 

Liver 

12 

2 

7 

3 

3 

Alcoholism 

• • • • • • 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

40 

1 

3 

12 

15 

9 

13 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

1 

3 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

6 

1 

5 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

tion,  including  Premature  Birth 

52 

51 

1 

2 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide  . . 

23 

1 

i I 

3 

5 

9 

4 

22 

Suicide 

• • • • • • 

8 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . . 

234 

21 

2 

8 ! 

2 

9 

15 

57 

120 

79 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Totals  . . 

860 

147 

37 

33 

18 

39 

113 

1 

240 

233 

228 

Sub-Entries. — included  in  above 

figures. 

Poliomyelitis 

• • • • • • 

1 

1 

Anthrax 

• • • • • • 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

• • • • • • 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  (other  than  Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

44 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

17 

10 
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TABLE  IV. 

Dewsbury  County  Borough. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1914. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  as  various  Ages 

under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week, 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks  and 
under  3 months. 

3 months  and 
under  6 months. 

6 months  and 

under  9 months. 

9 months  and 

under  12  months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year. 

A11  ^ (Certified 

All  Causes  j Uuoertlfied 

32 

6 

9 

6 

53 

30 

21 

24 

19 

147 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  ... 

Measles 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

8 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

3 

2 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

6 

18 

Diarrhoea 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

6 

5 

5 

4 

21 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Pickets 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

1 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

3 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Premature  Birth 

17 

3 

2 

1 

23 

2 

25 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

8 

4 

3 

15 

4 

2 

21 

Other  Causes  ... 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

10 

Totals 

32 

6 

9 

6 

53 

30 

21 

24 

19 

147 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1234 

59 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


Legitimate  infants 
Illegitimate  infants 


131 

16 


